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- Ta "4 is Righe Honourable ROBERT, . _ 
Lord Viſcount YARMOUTH , Bo. 
and Lord Lieutenant of the County 


of NEW ide. 
My rags 


"AD _T been efelted with" that itching Humonr of 
, Ambition, to raiſe an Obelick to my Memory,and 

+ to leave behind me ſome tokens, that I fa had ; --<_l 
no and Exiitence wpon Earth, 17 could have 

experienced n0 eaſter method, or pore . advantagious Arti- 

fee to gain an immortality upon Harth, than by fixing your 


ips Name, to_theſe 461 a aud weak endeavaurs : 
Fo Lam PIE? ſenſible of” 
thineſs, 4 of beit þ from me, S; 34 vere ae wie hs 
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edicatory. | 
Firſt, To congratulate the Hononrs our moſt Gracious So- 
wveraign hath ſo worthily, gs well as freely conferred, upon 
your Lotdſhip: More eſpecially, in rbat having ſoplentiful 
4 choice of worthy Gentry in this County,” He bath ſeletted 
you tolead the Van in that Honourable Office wherewith you 

are intruſted, : means 
The Condutt and management of which, T ſhall ſpire to 
tell the Yorld, becauſe Fame hath already Vo. 0 ro- 
claimed your prudent *ſetling, and (which is bighly conſider- 
able), your great augmenting the Militia. Go on then, my 
Lord, to perform as worthily as you have begun, that your 
Lordſhip may be for ever famous over England, for: your 
Services to Goa, the King, and his Country ; and at laſt 
live eternally with that Glorious Militia of Heaverl, who 
continually attend about the Majeitick Throme of the Lord 
FRE. .-.--.. | pe 
© Theother Reaſon of the Dedication, my Lord, is becanſe 
it hath been the Tot of the later of theſe Diſcourſes (as well as 
its Author, who bleſſeth God for it) to paſs through g00d 
report and bad report ;, it hath been accus'd of . Falſe Do- 
frine,becauſe I ſomewhat glaunced at Eleftion and Reproba- 
tion, though my Friends judged ſo candidly of it, that after 
many denyals, their I hath wrought [0 effettually 
ling it ſhould appear in the World (in. 


I 


with me, that Tam wi 
that ſame impolite and unlicd form it was delivered in) 
either to clear or to condemn me : Tf there be any thing diſ- 
cordunt to Scripture; or Reaſon, { free every Reader From 
from endetvouring to juſtifie me. 2 

But if they be angry with me becauſe I have told them 
the truth of the Faith once delivered to the Saints, and daily 
contended for by the Orthodox Nivines of of the Church of 
England ; Jer Geneya acconnt it my fault, Pll ever eſteem 


it my duty andy G. tory. | 
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_ Epiſtle 'Dedicatory. 


Four 6 former Experience bath fully convine'd me, . my 


. 


Lord, 'that the loyalty of a Sermon is more offenſive than 
the Super#ition, and Popery thereof-; If we aeny the Ze- 
gality of the Scotch. Covenant, and' will not comply with 
the Principles of. Levellers, but preach Subjeftion to the 
| King and his Government, what ao they imagine tt leſs than 
| 4 Crime unpardonable? If we ſtand up in defence of the 
Catholick Faith eſftabliſh*d in our Kingdom, and are eayn-- 
eſt to maintain a Conformity to the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the ſame ; T hey.preſentlycry out the Romans will come, and 
take away their place and Nation. 

But alas ! poor miſtaken Souls how are they deceived * 
Hhenas the ſpeedieft Voyage to the Court of Rome t# by Say- 
ling the way of Amiterdam ; For 7am botd to Challenge a- 
ny man of reaſon, to ſhew- me a- more Compendions way to e- 
rect a Papal Furiſdiition- amongſt us than by the deſtruction 
of the Religion of Edward the Sixth, ana confirmed unto 
#s by Charles the Second. 

For a ftritt maintaining the Doitrine and Diſcipline of 
our Church, is the only Armour towithſtand the Policies 
of the Papal Intereſt. For nothing can endanger our Re-- 
ligion from. abroad ſo much as our Contentions at home , 
whilſt we: ſeperate our ſelves from our Churches, and are 
crumbled into little Sets and Parties. We give too great 
advantages and opportunity for ' « Common Fnemy to bjeak 
in upon us, which the Romaniſts are ſo quick-ſrghted to eſpy, 
that it is upon this account they ſend their little Agents a- 
mong us, who make it their ſole buſineſs ſlily to tnſinuate- 
themſelves, and creep into the boſoms and humours of our 
People, encouraging and fomenting all publick differences , 
/ to that ſecret \'End, on which they are ſent on Em- 

aſſy. 


Now that your Lordſhip may be more particalarly ſatis- 
fied inthe werity of this confident Aſſertion ; | 1 humbly de- 
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- Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


So” 
| is . 


fire your Lordſbip,. at your: greateſt conveniens), fo conſult 


the Hiſtory of Henry the Fourth King of France; writtes 
bythe Bibop of Rhodes ; - and elſothat of the $ Mo- 
naachy, whoſe Author is Campanella ; 7x bath which 7 


have obſerved, that after « large Diſcourſe of the intended 


Invaſions of thoſe two Potent and Mighty Princes on the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, being incited thereunto by the 
forcible perſwaſions and commanas of Rome, as much as 
pricked forward by their own Ambition : They eſpecially de- 
clare their Fudgements of the Means and Inſtruments to be 
applyed for the Ruine and utter Subverſion of the Church of 
England iz this manner ; That there was nobetter Artifice, 


than by cauſing Diviſions and Diſſentions amongZit the Eng- 


liſh, and by a continual encouraging and foitering the ſame ; 
and that it was no eaſje Province to eradicate and overthrow 
their Religion, unleſs by the Foundation of ſome certain 
Schools or Academies in Flanders, that the Students there- 
of may diſſeminate and ſcatter abroad Seeds for Diviſions in- 
Watural and Theological Sciences, which would diſorder and 
Aiſcompoſe their Opinions, and unhinge and unſettle their 


_Fudgements : For, ſay they, the Engliſh are of a temper 


and conſtitution much eancinl to Novelties, and inclh- 


ning to changes, and therefore the EffeRs of ſuch a 


Contrivance will be very conſiderable. 

Now I leaveit to your Zordſbip's better Fudgement and 
ZE xperience, whether this hath been put in prattice or not , 
and whether the Zealonus Brethren of England be ot inda- 
ſtrious to forge Gives and Fetters to ſhackle themſelves with- 
al, whereas, poor deluded Souls! they might ſee, if they 
plead, they are the Agents imployed by Rome to defeat and 


. deſtroy the Religion' of Chriſt, and to promote the Errors 


of Antichrit : For what can be a more Popular Argument. 

to uſe for the ſeduttion of Joft-minded and weakly-prexcipled 

Proteitants, andto draw them off from us, than to _ 
" ; A 


_— 


_ Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 
and\magnifie the perfett wnity of their Chich, and to -li-- 
ment and pity the [ad diffrattions and diviſions of ours. For 
though menof reading and conſideration can A — 
them," ana prove it a Churth by far leſs at unity then our 
own ; yet fill this Argument may be forcible with them, who 
have not leiſure and ferrets fo come to know ſo much of 
them, but they daily o ; bats men endeavouring to rend our 
_—_ in pieces, and cur it into little bits and mam- 
mocks, 
Nevertheleſs T will not flatter my ſelf, that thoſe who 
believe nothing but what. themſelves ſpeak or own, will con-- 
ſent tothe Dottrine of this TRUT H. towit, That they who 
pretend an inbred" averſion to Popery, and exclaim moſt a-- 
gainſt Rome, are moſt inſtrumental in procuring our Sla- 
very unto that ſee, For they are generally ſo wedded to their 
Erroneons Opinions, that none can behold the beauty and 
glory of an Obje#, but thoſe who borrow their Eyes to con- 
template withal: Nay, had 7 not begg*d your Lordſhips Pro- 
reffiom (for who dare avow if. a Perſon ſo honourable will be. 
pleard to countenance) I could have expetted nobetter than 
my uſual Entertainment, the worſt of their ſpleen and ma- 
lice : For if we will not Fon Humour, Conſcience z. and No-- 
velty, Religion ; if we have not the preciſe Cut, and walk in 
their Exatt Geometrical Saintſhip or form of Godlineſs , 
they preſently conclude us ſcandalows and ungodly : But let 
our Opinions and Fudgements concentre with: their Difta- 
mens, and then the Wind is preſently turd ; for they will 
Judge morecandidly of our attions, by blaming the infirmity 
of the Fleſh, and weakneſs of humane Nature for Attions- 
of ſhame and debauchery; becauſe the conftruttion of our 
Deeds muſt differ equally with thoſe of our Principles : Nay 
further , they will wreſt them ( with the ſame Licence they 


miſ-interpret the Scriptures) to make them ſpeak according 
to their ' Senſe and Opinion, From ſuch Perſons / Ty 
| fels- 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory: ' 


tell ap indifferent uſages. wnleſs your £27 

atherwiſe they - will certainly diſaffect ;  whieh*( 
Lordjbips Pardon for the dedication of theſe+ 
fo unworthy your Patronage / is the Humble Req 
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Your Honours moſt fairhfully KR: 


devoted.Servant” 


K., Scamler. 
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Plalm. 34:19. O'S 
' Great (or many) are the Troubles of the Righteous, but the 
N Lord will deliver bim-out of all, [Oe 


HEN thc World was in its Cradle and . 
Religion in her Swadling,Clouts, The 
Wiſdom of Heayen thought'it conveni- 
go > ent'to educate the 'tender years of In- 
tant-Piety with the alluring hopes of a temporal Profpe- 

rity,to prompt and encourage men toa ready entertain- 
. ment of: her Services : For had Religion in her tender 
. years appear'd with an auſtere look and moroſe behavi- 
 ourzſhe muſt of neceſſity have had fewer admirers of her 
Beauty. Leaſt therefore ſhe ſhould \meet Hut'with a 
_ lender :reſpe& and mean entertainment, ſhe came into 
.the-World with a mild aſpe&/and for her dowry wel 
621053 | B | 


% a 


The State ” M4 
all the advantages ofa ternþo 


feſtation, dy, os. her ſelf known to the World. 
grown ſomewhat elder and of a 


more =, pert. Kh od deſiſty Daw ting 
men by 0 25 's of herFportion of- pe prefer- 
ments, __ s, "that they Þe ena- 


moured ” or Bentnty acl not of JT A petnnts, that 
he might ſee whether it was out of pure and undefiled 
love to Religiog, oriout of affeAion to the World, 
which made them to comply with the"obſervance of 
his Laws, upon which account he did then command 
them to Fenonrice the World and all their hopes there- 
in, that they ſhould no longer live by ſenfe, but Faith , 
| that they muſt expet to be encountred with ſorrows 
and aMibtions, calamities and croſles, if they would be 
- his children, and lead a vertuous and- godly 


And this is that coridition of the Ri hteous Holy Da 
vid deſcribeth in the text, where looking on the ie. 
TICS "1. ſuffer, he fkemeth to cry, Great are the trou- 
bles of the Righteows ; reſpeCting the Promiſe he ſeemeth 
.to ſing the Zord will deliver :them ont of all: Both wiiich 
| make our lives fitly. compar'd toa Muſickbook,\where 
we ſhall ſeldom obſerye; many white notes, buythe 
art intermixed with black, and both- together compol e 
the ſweeteſt harmony. 


God ſet's us our leflon ina little book zit contains no 


more then two pages, one tiled conſolation the'other 


diflolution, tis Dry for both to take their turns x 
In the day of proſperity, remember-thy ſelf of adverfi 
ty, In the Nady adyerlity comfort :thy {elf with the 


hopes. of .prolpexaty :. For the divine 
gles Our bio as.” 


providence min- 
ORE would Wine and Water inthe 


S 


pda ups ' 


on her |< Haag which was the wi firft mani- 


lame. 


ot ow DB 5B 
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os. Gay, ane drink the puzeſty, dthers the moſt 
cope but all taſte. a commiuxtion, for great are the 
troubles s &C. 3 : 


'T his Pſalm the feet Singer of Iſrael compoſid after 
he bad:chang/'d bis Behaviour: and-feigned:: himſelf 


mai} w:the)Conrt. of. fb;melech' his deadly enemy, ry "ne % 


which !|diffimulation '\-proved:i;2: means . for ::h 
deliverance from that imminent peril which oth 
wiſe had moſtinfallibly proved: fatal. © + | , / 
He therefore no foaner ſaw the net broken, and hims 
{elf eſcaped as a Bird from -7d ww of the Fowler;bug 
Ire tunes his inftrument.and falls a warbling: forth the 


praiſes of the Almighty, ſaying, 7 will always praiſe the %*k *« 


Lord, which may ſerve as a reproach to themt who day: 
ly obſerve the benigne providence'of God:in prote&ings 
them from thoſe perils and dangers, which are obvious 
to .all amidit.the changes 'and+chances. of this. mortal 
life, yet ſeldom or never ſend up their praiſes to him, 
from whence cometh/Itheir helpy-Nay; they'willTeatce 
be brought to; acknow *ris the hand! off the. Lord 


which hath :fuchmbip ty things tgpaHs. 6 1121'4 
: But Holy Dawvad here::thiaks at! tgor:nigan;a perfor 
mance for none but tnmſelfto:fingthemarvelouskind: 


neſs of the Lord;-he thereforexntreatsathers'to beer a 
patt with him in this.conſort of thanklgivang} 'fayirig, 
Oh magnifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt his:Namrers ' 3: 
getber RIVL UL CO OED MARIE CUES ES! 

- But: alas )\Menithink'\they exceed dn their duty}, if 
when Heav?nhath been concerned ioprociring\a deli. 
verance;/ they cry! aut, with tld Phazifee, Zord''7 thank 
thee ;. and/conceittyritoortroublefome! and: tedious afers 
victed bexalwaystellmgs fort trrsdoving kindefs vat 
others»132H Yo 9iiiotemh ont 10t gon9tIvgT intiws £6 
is nil on raid beiug vol aid daty gauuoimoo 337 
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The State 


| Our: \Pſ#lmf therefore to 07a oa Encou 
them tothis kvly.duty/and'toincite them to piety, reck- 
ons upa Catalogue of the many privileges of the Right- 
eols. | How [that their crys will pierce beyond: the 
©louds, and found in the ears of God, for they are open 
totheir complaine; how'thathe is nigh unto them thac 
are of'a brokeniheart; and f{aveth ſuch as be of a con- 
trite ſpirit. ' 

Yea, letnever ſo many ſorrows and-afflictions op- 
pres the Righteous; yet ſtill in his appointed time and 
pleaſure the will notonly deliver them from the lighteſt 
arid leaſt burchenſome; but alſo fromthe moſt torment- 
ing anddirefom;. yea, from all and every one of them, 
For though great are the troubles of the Righteoms, yet the 
fond will delrver him out of all, Lot 


| FP hich words preſeat' us with theſe Two Conſiderations. + 


Firſt, The 'condition of: the Righteous: man- u 
earth, or the Religious perſon preſented: tous in Sables, 
with aſhes ſprinkled on his head, his garments rent, his 
heart broken; himſelf a nion;a man-and friend 
{drrows, Great are the Troubles, 8&0. - (| >I71, 
Secondly, We have a confident afſurance of this mans 
livery from this his fortorn cftate, Zhe Zord will deli- 
We _ with the State of the Righteous npon earth;\.. 
 Mainthatis born of a Homan hath but a time to live, 


and' is Wief miſery; RIG gy of: - and 
v | peo! | . il | j Hi y | W | 5 e | | . 
of other rhens:miſeries by } aud his--own _ | 


ons; . for thbughbe:was an upright man, one:who had 
an awful reverence for the majeſtie of Heaven;:and 
that combining with his love, cauſed him to ſhun all 
\ N WG OCs 


CESS. 


of the Righteous. 


olſtont appcacaer of evil; yet ſtill as be endea- > 
voured toavoidall the tempting evils of fin, the evil. 
of aflictions'purſued him cloſe at his heels, for he was 


filled tothe brim with the very Gall and Bitterneſs of - ' 


Sorrows. 

How was he ſequeſtred from all the Bleſſings of this 
Life? plunder'd of his Earthly Goods !. robb'd of his 
Children, the little models of himſelf | and from the 
hands of anilk-adviſing Wife, delivered into the hands 
of Satan, to be buffeted and ſcourged at his pleaſure. 

Few apdevil have been the days of my lifelaith the Patri- 


arch Zacob, one of the chief Darlings of God, yet what Gen. 47. 5- 


a large draught did he drink of the Cup of falt Tears 
of aflictions! How was he baniſhed from the knees 
of his aged Father ! from the boſom of his loving and 
tender-hearted Mother } What an inveterate, enemy 
to him was his Brother Z#/a« 2 who forced him to tra- 
| vel into a ſtrange Country, only accompanied with 

his Staff and his Scrip , almoſt clad with no- other 
Garments than the-ſable-weeds of wo having no 0- 
ther Bed than: the cold Earth to reft his wearied and 
tender Limbs; no other Canopy than that of Heaven ; 
no other Pillow than a Marble-ftone , which, like a 
kind-hearted Hoſt, did, by its weeping, ſeem to com- 


miſerate the hard misfortune of this unhappy Pilgrim, 


who, after all this, was conſtrain'd for meer mainte- 
nance to ſerye a Pagan in a ſtrange Land, for many 
years. © IE. 
Yes, and as we have: ſeen the afflitions of this pi- 
ous man:in his own-perſon, ſowe may track the foot- 


ſteps of them in that of his Off-fpring, for they were 


the Cobeirs, not oy of his ſubſtance, but alſo of his 


farrows../. But to/diſcourſe of all their troubles, croſles; 


gyptian 


and tribulations, would make your ears undergo an Z» 


verſe 3. 


Fech., 1 2s 
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prices: Tyranny, whiltt we paſſed throngh-this Wib- 
Ts 'X wo. This then ſhall ſuffice, that they walks 
ed' throygh the Red-Sea of affiition, before they ar- 


- rived atthe Promiſed Land of Canaan. 


Nevertheleſs theſe People were Gods own: chofer. 
Inheritarce, or, to uſe the Prophets exprefſion, the 
Friends of God, and'greater favourites 1n the Court 
of Heaven, | | | 4.7 
| Notwithftanding which, the Wiſdom of - Heaven 
thought it convenient to purifie them in the Furnace of 
Afflictions, the more: glorioufly- to adorn them 'with 


thoſe Spiritual Ornaments, which can! render then 
moſt amiable in the Eyes of the great King; 

But amongſt all, who have ſuffered afliftion;- who 
ever met with more hardſhips than'David ; For he, be- 
nga Type of Chriſt, was always hedged about: with 
the Croſs, as Chriſt was contemned oft (his Country- 
men, ſo David of his Brethren: As Chrift fled into. #- 
£ypt, {o David unto Gath.: As Chriſt received Food of 
Women, ſo David of Abigail: As Herod 'perſecuted 
Chriſt, ſo Sav/perſecuted David; Yes, and'tht wrath 
of the Kang enced a number: of Enemies,: infomuch 
that though he was annointed, hecouldnot-reign 3and 
when hereigned; his reign was but a Warfare : - The 
Philiſtines againſt him, the Amorites againft ' him; the 
Edomates againſt himy yeaand fbſalom too, formwhom 


he would have-died, roſe u 
who was his darling, prov'd Traitor unto him-; and 
him breath; Is'ir ſtrange then that Davidaffirms ? 
But perhaps ſome may 'confels) 'Tis true; whillt 
. ' « W = . : *Þ r 
brightneſs thereof; 1; men were”. overfpread with ca- 
oo lamities 


Viper-like, ſought to deprive hin! of life, who pave 
Great are the troubles, &c.' 

| my con , 
Religion was clouded, and the Law'had fliadowed: the 
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againſt him... His:Son:; 


gr ay 


The Ripbtebus, 
lamities and troubles, but ſo ſoon as the Son of Righte- 
ouſnefs aroſe, he dil] not only the miſts and obſcu- 
rities that were under the Law, but alſo that gloomi- 
neſs of forrows which had feized-on'mens ſpirits ; and 
ſince Chrift ts come and hath preached the Kingdam 
of the Goſpel, our days arethe Halcyon, and weather 
Sunſhine. 
To which Tanſwer. 
If we'take a proſpe& of the troubles of the Righte- 
-ous under'the Law: we ſhall concludeit was but a little 
Cloud which aroſe like the Palm of a mans hand inre- 
ference to thoſe Storms and Tempeſts, which have uni- 
ted and ſpread themſelves over the face ol the whole 
earthunder the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, for intem- 
poral bleſngs and earthly felicities, the Law hath the 
preemminence. 2? © - | | 
For in the time of the Law, God promiſed to Mi oſes, Deut. g. 14. 
for-a reward of his faith and obedience, to make of him: 
4 preat Nation ; Butthe'þlefſed Jeſus faith, My Flock it 
i a little-one, '' Oo 
Inthe time of the Law, Hbraham the Father of the Gen. 15. 
faithful, was bleſſed with the promiſe of plenty and a- 
bundance;” M the Zandwhich thou ſeeit,to thee will Tgive 
it. anu ro'thine inheritance for ever, yes, and our Royal 
Prophet cou'd ſay, that the Righteoms ſhall poſſeff the Land, 2|. 37.22. 
nay,a little after he teſtifieth that he had obſerved' for 
many" yeaxrs'together yet never.could ſee the Righteous for- and 25. v. 
ſaken, or any of their Seed begging their Bread, tor in thoſe 
days Proſperity did ſeem as it were entail'd on none 
-but- the Righteous Perſon ;- But.Aince Chriſt came to 
- ſcttletthe Goſpel in the World, Tempora mutantur, and 
the blefſingsof the godly are of a contrary die and com- 
plexton,; '/Maxce zo o SENwy evo: Evexce txoctoodins Bleſſed x, £10.11 » 
are you 'when perſecuted for Righteoſueſs ſake, and 


bheſ 
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, The State of 
bleſſed are you when men ſball revile you, and ſpeak” ih 


es en every thing that tsevilof you for wy name 
ake, 5017 
Als 14422. We muſt through many T ribulations enter the Kingdom 
Hcb. 12. 5,7. of God ; So again, Whom the Lord loveth he feourgeth, 
and chaſtneth every Son whom he receiveth, 
We are therefore a Spurious COS and no true 
Children of God, if exempt from aflictions. Qzos 4 
90, arguo& caſtigo, Thoſe who are my Darlings and Fa- 
vourites, whom I honour with the moſt Signal Teſti- 
monies of my love, 7rebuke and chaiten. | 
They are the Oxen deſtined for ſlaughter, which 
graze in green Paſtures, but thoſe appointed for a more 
mild wi. genfle uſage, are dayly harraſed with labour 


and ſubje& totravail. The barren Tree is not beaten, 
but the Tree planted by the River ſide bringing forth 
fruit in due ſeaſon. 

We read that the Stones which were to beautifie the 
Temple of Solomon, were hewn and ſquared before they 


were thought meet for ſo glorious a Fabrick : every 
Chriſtian in like manner muſt expe@ to be encountred 
with ſorrow and calamities to fit and poliſh them for 
the building up that Triumphant Church, whereof Je- 
ſus Chriſt 1s ty Head, no marvel then that great are the 
troubles of the Righteous. | 
For if we reflet on them with an impartial eye, we 
ſhall conclude them highly conducive tothe good and 
benefit of Gods Children. 
For doIown the right and Soyereignty of God over 
me? if ſo, I muſt conſequently ſubmit to his hand, kiſ- 
ſing the Rod that ſcourgeth me, and then my afMfliQi- 
.ons . will be more medicinal then aflictive. © ' 
For without doubt we cannot furficiently reliſh the 
1weetneſs of good without the tryals of evil, Foſeph 
moun- 


, JS 


the Righteous. 
ted on.the Triumphant Chariot of Pharaoh by Priſons 
and Fetters, David to. the Throne of Sav//by many per- 
ſecutions,; and they thought their great proſperities to 
be much more pleaſant; becauſe they were uſhered in 
by ſharp afliftions, as Wine is molt pleaſant after the 
Lees of Vinegar. 11? 8 Is 

Nay, let us but conſult Nature we may make the 
ſame remarques, where we ſhall behold the Sun dart- 
ing forth more brisk and lively Rays after an Eclypſe, 
The Sea more calm after it hath been diſcompos'd and 
ruff*d by a Tempeſt, ; and the Air much fairer when 
it hath wept thoſe ſhowrs which did obſcure its bright- 
_ neſs, upon which account Seneca did affirm that 5 
Storms and Tempeſts did contribute to the clearnefi uf the 
Heavens and ſmoothneſs of the Sea, even ſo the enterchanges 
of proſperity and adverſity did much contribute to the happi- 
neſs of men. 

How could we judge of that pleaſure the Spring and 
Summer entertain us with, if they were not uſhered in 
by the piercing winds and cold of the two contrar 
Seaſons. Neither can happineſs delight us, till we firtt 
bear the affronts of intelicity. | 

For was it it'the power of humane nature to pre- 
{cribe an antidote as a preſervative from all' manner 
of miſeries, that very want of miſeries would prove an 
occaſion of miſery, becauſe the mind cloyed with con- 
tihual happineſs would prove a glut and burthen to 
it ſelf, If, ing- that at laſt, which an intermiſſion 
would have rendred pleaſant. 

Doth'/not that meat which is moſt pleaſing toour pal- 
lats,' by ' our dayly feaſting thereon , both take away 
our geen ord proves loathſome and not-to be en- 


dur 


_* Even ſo it-is with the pleaſures of this world” ne- 
FIR C ver 


| The State of 
ver tnore utpleaſant than when they are not ferved'up: 
with'the Cr herbs of 67H Wh thi 

- But perhaps ſome may here objeQ, that if we can-ne-- 
ver reliſh happineſs without a mixture of evil, we might. 

thence infer, the Angels were not ſufficiently happy , 
becauſe they attained their perfeCction.of blifs-without 

paſing through tribulation; for like the Lallies, of the- 
field they neither fpinn'd nor toyPd tobecloathed with: 
the robe of glory. | ; 

I anſwer, There is:'a great difterence between the. 
condition of thing; eidredſ and things temporal, Angels 
entred almoſt as 1oon into felicity as being, They being- 
placed in the upper Region of the the World; where 
miſeries cannot approach , and being {o fingularly fa-- 
voured by God, needed not to be ballanced by the 
counterparze of adveriities, but as forus-we. are born: 
ina ſoil as fertile in calamities as Forreſts with Birds, 
and Rivers with Fiſh, and arelikewife extreamly igno-- 
rant of Gods grace, when we long enjoy proſperity 
We grow wanton andare ready to kick againft.our Ma-- 
ker, 1olong as we are puffed up with proſperity, #ill 
the Scene is changed and'we come toatta more melan- . 
choly part, and then adverſity opens our eyes that we 
may perceive thoſe noble fehcities which attend and: 
wait uporyher, and alſo maketh us to underftand'who. 
is the Author and Original from whence they proceed. . 
And this is the reaſonrwhy Angels are oerfetlf hk v, 
without aMiQtions, but men:muſt' firft.be aMi&ed' be. 
fore they can be happy, made miſerablebefore they can- 
be glorious, becaule. they are not. capacitated' for 'the. 
infuſions of grace, until they havefreed and ridd them-- 
felves of all:earthly marters.whatſoever: 3.1196 

We muſt never look to aſcend Mount 7abor till 'we: 
frſt Haveclimbed Mount Calvary,;nor can we-eat ew | 
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Honey-comb' he fed on after his ReſurreQion, until we 
have pledged him in that Vinegar and Gall he drank 
upon the: Crols. | | 
God will have it ſo for ſeveral reaſons, whereof theſe 


are the principal. | 

The firſt reaſon why God viſits us with afliQtions 
maybe to Withdraw us from the love of this World. 

For whilſt we are ſwallowed up with the pleaſing 
conceit of the flouriſhing condition of our goodly Heri- 
tages and profperous fortunes,' our devotion proves a 
melancholy difturber, and one that exaQs ton ſevere a 
ſervice from the minds of generous Spirits, God is ima- 
gined as'one who deals atter too rough. and rugged a 
manner becauſe he will not licence us to be always re- 
velling in our jollities, but expeQeth ſome certain parts 
not on of our lives; but alſo of every day to be let a- 
part for hus ſervice'and worſhip, and this makes Reli- 
gion to meet but with a Tight entertainment at. our 
hands, this makes us ſtopp our ears at the voice of the 
Charmer, our hearts are wholly raviit®d with the de- 
lightfulreflexions on our great abundance till we prove 
totally forgetful both of our eternal intereſt and alſo of 
the reſpe& due to him who hath blefſed us with the fat- 
neſs of the Land. DO | 


They are the cloddy incumbrances of the | World, 
thatdebaſe and clogs our ſpirits making them liſtleſs 


and unaQive, which like Bird-lime hamper and entan- 
gle our ſouls, indiſpoſing our minds for the moſt noble 
and -clarified contemplartions of eternity. But when 
the do, Augeie aMifQtions comes to lop off theſe 
corrupting braneches;thenare we brought to hate that 
which before was the delight of our eyes, and ſole poſſe!- 
{or of our hearts, and to hunger and thirſt after that 
which formerly ſeemed crudeand nauſeous to our -Pa- 
lates, Il! ON. weeds 


I2 


The State of - | 
weeds are to be deſtroyed before we' can ſow good 
Corn, ; neither is the Soul capacitated for the enter- 
tainment of divine truths until ſome ſiniſter accident 


accident and croſs aMfiCtion hath cleanſed and purged 
it from the drols of the World. 


Aurem corats T ribulatio aperit, quam ſepe proſperitas 
hujus mundi claudit. | | 


Tribulation opens the ear of the heart, which is too 
frequently ſhut and deafned by worldly proſperity. 


Thus Arntiochus when he enjoyed the conſtant Series 
of a ſmiling fortune, boaſted himſelf; fuperior to God 
himſelf, but when the inconftant Goddeſs withdrew 
her beams, and appeared unto” him under a Cloud of 
troubles, He changed his note, for- having received a 
fall out of his Chariot, and his Inſolency curbed by an 
immediate blow from Heaven, He could ſay, 


Fuſtum eſt hominem moytalem ſubditum eſſe Deo. 


It is meet and requiſite for Mortal Men, to be Subje& 
to the Immortal God.. | 

So likewiſe NV. buchadnezzary in his carier of impietyy 
defied the Lord of Hoſts, and proudly vaunted himſelf 
againſt the Almighty, until he enter'd into the Armno- 
ry of his wrath, and Mcetamorphoſed this proud King 
into a baſe beaſt, and-then he could [confeſs the - Lord 


Dane. 4.laſt v. was able to abaſe all. th:m that walk in pride. 


For when God perceives a-conftant courſe of his kind- 
neſs cannot wean us from: our ſins, he then applyes the 
Miniſters of his Fury, the ſtoxms and tempelſts. yn 
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ions to-ruMle us out of. them... *Tis true 5 ng prof: 
perities do not ally corrupt. the ſouls which have taken 
2 good temper 18 the, fear of God, nevertheleſs; they 
wound and in-ſomefort change them.;- . 1... 7 
IA little Bee ſometimes, playeth ſq, long.uponher ho- 
ny. that by .much. walking 'there.ſhe entangleth. her 
© wingsz SoaSoul yea one of thoſe mo epuEnepr, ce- 
votionand piety, being continually ſoorhed with a lon 
ſequel of the good {ucceſles. of the, affairs, of the Waxlg, 
raketh ſome ſmall flight-out of it Cit Keking: TECTCAtIoN 
in aſmiting .and delicate air, which affords.nothingjbur 
objeAs of pleaſureand delight; But ſo ſoon as adyerſi- 
ty hath given her blow, it reentreth into it ſelf, it fold- 
eth-it ſelf within, it ſelf, it faſteth. it {eIF, it knoweth ic 
ſelf, it findeth God 1n the bottom of, fr HEAL, aflicted 
and perplext with the..xevolutions. of the World, ſhe 
raiſes and darts her {elf above the;ways of, the Moon,and 
Tracks of the Sun, to that goodly.; Temple of Eternity, 
where. Spirits dwell diſrobed of theſe garments of fleſh 


and. bones,. which we dragg along withrus in this mor- 
ral life. This is that High-Rode. the deyout ſoul jour- 
neys in fo ſoon.as ſhe is. alienated from the  Court-,of 
proſperity, and diſentangled from the, affairs of, the 
World; She then enters into a ſweet retirement, and 
looks on the embroideries of nature in the- Mountains. 
and Vallies, Forreſts and Rivers, asa Theater declaring, 
the glory of Godzand ſhewing.his.Hexady-work,” 

She reliſheth this retreat from the World as Manna 
from Heaven and:taſts the deep ſilence of ſorrow , with 
incredible delight. © Ol! how. will ſhe. be delighted ! 
How will ſhe. be raviſhed 1, when ſhe, ſhall refle&, on 
the. marvelous kindneſs of, God: towards her, thar , he 
ſhould. chaſten. her: here, leaſt ſhe ſhould be chaftiſcd 
for ever, that ſhe ſhould be afflicted with; ſorrows in 


thi S.. 
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i Sam. 3.18. 


this life; to Free her front" peed 


that he ſhould 'deptive'her of rhe 
this: World; that {he tray enje ; 
ream , good; .Thit- he Thou! rake her! forttina 

Mee "Tealt ſheſhould be eternally unſtappy amid{tthe 
foreutts of Brimitone 4nd Fire hereffter'; In 4 word; 
How happy will ſhe be,” when ſhe ſhall £0 onfider how 
God hat AL JKr ſmart under the Tight aMiftions il 
ara verſe fortune .qn;earth, to adopt For for aneterha 
ahfFexceedimg wer rob of lory in Heavert: -/-;- So 

Her adve ty will m SH imagine; 4s if ſhe Neth 
diſcourfir WI God face to face ; This gall will make 
her open her eyes and Tee that 1 it is the hand bf God 
whict preſſerh; her fore; and the confideration'that'it is 
the Lord, will. make her to fay cheerfully with -old 
Eli, Let him do what feemeth him good. ' * 

But indeed until we be thus Vaxndh4s and brightaed ; 
till we be refined by this fireof affliction; until we have 
whitened our: Fas by rhe tears. of ſorrow, our- affefti- 


ons will Ls the quarrel of the World, and wholly 


declare in tayour oF It: © / 

God' therefore rocurb us that we may not ftray; be! 
yond our limits, keeps us itr avale of tears often 
us through an Aceldewea, a field of bloud and rſecution, | 
that with Zacob 'we may Tong, for our Fathers houſe, 
not faying with St. Perer, it EO ood for 1s to be here; Vat 
ery with St. Paul, I arfire to difſotoet and to be with 

ri | 

For if, like the Moon in the Eclypſe, wail not 'to 
appear dark on that fide which tooketh: towards earth, 
we ſhall moſt aſſuredly appear. radiant and. bright on 
that which tends as caven; forit is to withdraw 
our affeQions . from. of the World that, Great are The 


frogules of the Righrebte. a 


T he, Reghrews- 
A Second Reaſon-why Ga nies 66 pea aſiions 


may be-to Araw.,us4 
Thus _ Royal Propher, B wg T1 Was proubled 7 ESE 
wrong, bug now have Zhnown thy Law... 

As the eyes of Zobit were opened b the gall of the 
Eilh,. fochs judgments of H Heaveninfligted gn us anke 
us to. reflec08;!the pat ations! of our life, that 'w 
may correc and reforta all: the exrataes and mildeme- 
anors thereof, 

For as the Rod.of Moſes, fickea on the Stony Rock, 
cauſed whole, Buckets of water. to; ilue out, thence, 
in like manner the Rod of afictions Miting 08. Our 
flinty and, obdurate hearts, forcetlywholeRivers of tears 
to low from our eyes for qur ſins committed. 

For what is more natural to every one, when he 1 is in: 
diſtreſs, than to call rorpmembrance thoſeſins, which: 
he concludes the occaſion thereats hd) ws 

When Heaven: 3s: poaring forth. ts. Ynls) of wieth 
and, vengeance, Hpon- us, -ca: weatt fo inlenfibly, as 
wellas irrationally, as notto commune with our; hearts, . 
and 'iask our ſouls what have.we done, How havel 
deſerved this 2” what notorious crime: have I .commit-. 
ted that I have made my,God who delighteth-not in. 
the miſery of his people; ſo highly diſpleated withyae, 
as tO _ my bogey: with this Gilealc, and ro dis- 


Is. it w_ for «he Plagne of, che hean that Lacuna 
tormented :withihe Plaguein my iBgdy-* (O:I5CE 
afflicted with this -tumour;. becauſe !I:was {0 affetted 
with ro {netoi _— prides How.-,gqme bdifmembred 
in,my Js t: Þegauſe Igid- Ad let. thebriaken. 


bones, gf my.; al together *:HadLhheendfliged with: 


hearth ry, ox Stories, had] diffolyed: the Srangum my 
y. the tears of a really godly forrow *-I had: ne-- 
_ '.- - 
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* Thus Sufaxpacryed unto the Ly 
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ver been-oppreſſed with this Caleriture, had Hot, that 
more fatal one-of ang er \needed/a' cure 4, was not this 
Feaver, this'Sickneſs or that Diſeaſe preſcribed by God 
as medicinal 'for this'or that Sins And when he hath 
ran{acked his ſoul-to'the- botom and found out 'the 
troubler of 7a; the Forch who raiſeth thefe 'Storms 
and Ternpeſts, the Rebel whs diſquiets him inthis peace, 
whatcan be the iſſue of tt; but that he bring him forth 
and ſtone him to death ; I mean that he ſhould be per- 
feAly ſorry for his fin; and make an abſolute reforma- 
tion, fealt if he returitohis wickedneFs, aworſe thing 
fall unrofilny: co nE 1 OD IAT Tort b, þ 


We muſt imagine him'only the ſhape of a man, who 
makes no ſerious Teflexion on his ways, when the hand 
of *God'preſſeth him ſore. - -* | ET.00 24+ 

This was'the'caſe' of the"'Z/raelites; for, when he flew 
them, then they ſought himtearly. I S447 £9 | 


Nay, when Godichaſtens man for fin;wilt it not make 


| hima to'bind: himſelf by moſt ſolemn-vows/ and promi- - 


ſes 'that if he will- remove this burthen from his-Shoul- 
ders, he will utterly -renotince thoſe ſins which have 
made him ſo-miſerable, and-live hereafter ina ſtricer 
obſervance'of his commands. | 
- What multitudes had'infallibly periſhed, had not af- 
flictions preſerved them from it ? as 

This is that ' Shepherds Crook whereby God'returns 
his wandring Sheep to the Fold; Thus the+ Prodigal 
Soni was brought: back agaiti/ to: his Fathers houſe; he 
had never thought 6f the great plenty'in his Fathers Fa- 
mity; had 'he not been conſtrained to feed on Husks. 
_  Thus'the Prophet #23, 'whed he was in the belly 
of the:Whale/poured nv wy pier God.-':( 
Fd in her diſtreſs: 


And 


Www 1 ——R j oy © WERE Fu, re_ VETTW 


— 


nw 


the Righteow. © 
- And thus the Diſciples in a Storm implor'd the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Chriſt, aſter ſave ws,we periſh. 


What School more proper for the inſtruttion of men, 
then that of affliction 2 when his Judgments are in the 


Land, the Inhabitants of the world ſhall learn Righteouſneſs ; 


for thoſe evils he inflias upon others are warning-pei- 
ces for all. 

For as the indulgent Mother loves not to behold 4 
mote on the face of her beloved Infant, but will imme- 
diately wipe the ſame away , So neither can our hea- 
vealy Father endure the leaſt blemiſh of fin on the Souls 
of his dear Children, but will preſently cleanſe it with 
the water of affliction. If thou ſin to day, he will afli& 
to morrow. For great arez&c. 


The Third Reaſon why the Lord viſits us with af- 
flictions is to make tryal whether with the Silver-ſmith 
we had rather make Shrines for Diana, and well paid 
for our labour, then to ere& Temples for the worſhip 
of a crucified Jeſus, to meet with his Croſs for our 

ins. 

Yes, and thus the goodly fellowſhip of the Prophets 
and noble Army of Martyrs were tryed, who were ſo 
tar from denying the truth, that they did couragiouſly 
abide the-{troak of death, and chooſe to looſe their lives 
in tribulation. - 

For | this Rod: and this Staff comforted them with the 
hopes of their deliverance from the ſervitude of cor- 
ooh into the glorious liberty of the Children of 
.. This was that which comforted theſe defenders of 
Chriſtianity, that, whereon they caſt their eye in the 
nudſt ofall the unexpreſſible tortures the powerful wit- 
ty malice ofthe World was _— inflict, With what 
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inco ble violence were their Souls ſeparated from 
their bodies ? Nevertheleſs when mortal members 
yielded to the Sword of Perſecution,” then they beheld 
(though. with an eye drenched in bloudand tears) the' 
bright glory which'attended them; Yes, and ſaw (as 
in a nurrour) the Thorns of thoſe prodigious ſufferings 
diſposed into Lawrels and Crowns. 

There the Proto-Martyr St. Stephen ſaw the Stones 
which pelted him into Heaven, as fomany Rubies and 
pretious Stones to adorn that Crown which was to be- 
girt his Brows. By this fiery tryal 'of Perſecution ,' 
are the Children of God and Sons of Belial diſtinguiſh- 
ed, for'the former will become red with bloud to pre- 
ſerve devotion, but the latter will betray it , for they 
depart from God in the time of Tribulation. | 

Many may with that Rock St. Peter make ſolemn Pro- 
teſtations to follow Chrift-and ſtick clofe to him, but 
when they come to Pilars Hall the faine blaſts ' of a 
Virgins breath will ſhake theRock, and ſtagger” their: 
reſolution; But he who follows Chriſt for the'Miracles' 
and not for the Loaves, who courts Religion for her 
Beauty, and not for her dowry; will not be aſhamed to 
confeſs his Maſter, though he is moſt certainly aſſured: 
to be maunted on Gibbets and undergo the moſt rigid 
Tortures'power is able to invent. FT 22 CLE WETIS 

Tribulation 1s Vertues Furnace, the ſtouter and 'more 
maſculine- it'is, the moreitglittereth in aMiftion. ' 

'This is that rich Diamond which can 'endure the 
Wheel{ whilſt all other things are like' Pebbles, ſome- 
what glittering, but little worth. ; 5 a 
©. Let any one judge how-noble-and glorious a ſpeQa- 
clg-it;is to behald aninviricible- courage; counterbufMd' 
with Storms -and:/Fempeſts, on whonvitſeemeth Heaven' 
would burſt and fall in peices ; Is itnot admirable w et 

| | - 


Fa | 654. 
the Ryghteons. 


hold. him amid the ruins of the World, and threats of 

the Air, always ſtanding like to a great Brazen Cy, 

valuing them at. no higher rate then Miſts and ſmall! 

Flakes of Snow, 2 becaule he is compleatly taught that 

in the School of Vertue we learn to deſpiſe temporal 
leaſures and to trample on thoſe yanities which others 
ave ſo much laboured and hunted after. 

Here we are taught mortification and the exerciſe of 
thoſe godly and Heroick Ations which give the Soul 
an antepalſt. of Heaven in this mortal life, and-an en- 
franchiſement from the fear of death. 

Fovinian a King having two Veſſels. of Wine in his 
Pallace, the one {weet, the other {ſowr, Decreed that 
whoſoever would taſt of the ſweet wine, ſhould firſt 
drink of the fowr_ ; wholoever in like manner would 
drink of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures ſtreaming at Gods 
Right Hand, muſt not refuſe to pledge Chriſt firſt in his 
bitter cup of afliftions. 


aye inelow wh Zdfawg Get thee behind me Satan, for thow Mar.16. 23. 


art an offence, was the rebuke the Son of God gave St. 
Peter when he would have diſſwaded him from ſuffer. 
ing both the moſt cruel and igaominious death ofthe 
Croſs, and then aſſembling his whole Colledge of Diſ- 
ciples together, ſolemaly deUlared that as they had been 
the companions of his life, ſo alſo. muſt they go ſhare 
with him in his forrows, as he, ſo they likewiſe muſt 
ſuffer, when the: Bridegroom ts gone, the Children of 
the Bridegroom muſt weep as well as faſt. = 
For what can be. more rude and unhandſome, what 
can we ſtile more unbecoming and undecent; than to 
ſcethe head wg ny mores pax 1 day 
wrapped with foftneſse [To lee our Jefus in his Ys 
Fn Tebkay. arel, andour ſelves in our jol ity» 
or Eaſter Robes To ſee _ toyling under the 4 
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L then of the Croſs; and we dancing in our Sports: To 


Mat. 16-28. 


ſce him drinking Vinegar and Gall, and we pleaſing our 
fooliſh appetites £ To ſee Chriſt of his Croſs make a 
Ladder to aſcend his Throne of Glory, and -we to ſtand 
here with folded arms 2 To ſee him travailing through 
Briars and Thornes, and we unwilling to tread on any 
thing but Roſes * | 

Is not this as incongruous as to ſee Princes walkin 
on their feet, and Servants riding on Horſeback ? Is not 
this as great a diſunion, as toſee the Maſter in Ruſler, 
and the Servant in Purple, faring deliciouſly every 
day ? 

If therefore we deſire to ſpell out our names amongſt 
ths Servants, we muſt learn Chriſts Croſs over, and not 
be aſhamed of his Livery, the Purple Robe, but muſt 
tread the path marked out with that bloud ſhed for our 
Redemption. :1 ee 

For obſerve that Dilemma of Chriſt , and yow'll ſee 
there are no thoughts this Cup ſhould paſs from us, 
He that will ſave his life, ſhall looſe it; and he that will looſe it 
ſhall ſaveit. | ; 

Accept of what part you pleaſe, there is a life to be 
loſt, an Hell either here or hereafter, But who is more 
ſtupid to the extreameſt miſery, than he who will rui- 
nate his grounds for Heaven , to gain a little clay on 
earth? and whois more wiſe and fortunate then he,who. 
will loſe his life for him 2 becauſe when Chriſt ſhall ap- 
pear attended with Myriads of Angels, the vaſt Retinue 
of Ccaleſtial Courtiers, he will confer rewards accord- 
ing to the deeds. | 

Tis, reported that a Famous Captain ſhould ſay toa 
Souldier dying with him, Hadſt thou done nothing 


worthy repute, but remained obſcure all thy life time, 


yet here is honour enough, that to day thou dyeſt with 
thy Maſter, | | What 


| the Righteous. 
What honour and- glory then is conferred upon thee, 
poor duſt and aſhes ! when God picks thee out as the 
moſt couragious of his Souldiers to fight in his defence 2 
If he hath reſerved pleaſures unſpeakable for them who 
barely love him, what Lawrels and Crowns are prepa- 
red for them, who love him unto death 2 

Where is thy courage therefore O Chriſtian 2 where 
1s thy ſpirit? when thou repineſt at whatever God 
lays on thee of this {ad nature 2 doit thou do well to be an- 

gry * Ranſack and ſearch into the bottom of thy ſoul, 
and ſee what it is which troubles thy repoſe. 

'Tis to wean thee from the love of the World, *tis to 
make thee reform and lead a new courſe of life, *tis to 
try thy patience and love to him, to ſee if it be ſoentire 
that nothing can draw thy affections from him. 

'Tis out of pure tenderneſs and kindneſs to thy ſoul, 
that God ſends thee aſlictions in thy body,crofles in th 
{tate, yes, every {ad accident is applyed by that wiſe 
Phyſician of Heaven, to eat out the proud Fleſh of our 
corrupt nature, for he doth not aMict willingly, and 
grieve the Children of men z, He 1s as it were grieved 
himſelf that he is conſtrained and driven to make uſe 
of this medicine ,to heal us of our more deadly wounds 
and putrified ſores. 

Is.1t not an argument of my inſ{enſibility, to com- 
plain of him who nips and pincheth me, to raiſe and a- 
waken me out of adeep Lethargy ? and is it not to awa- 
ken us out of the Lethargy of Sin, that God pincheth 
us with hardneſs - _ 

And what a great influence would it have upon our 
lives? How would itblunt and dull the edge of evils 2 

what a mighty falve and:cure to a mind diſcompoſed 2 
by ſorrow, ſeriouſly to conſider, Heaven is not only con- 
cerned therein, but they proceed even'from the _ 
0 


- 


The State of 


of that God, who in the midſt of Fudgment thinks of mer- 
cy ; and like a mild and compaſhonate Father, pitieth his 
child when he is correQing him. | 

For if thou knoweſt this and remain impatient, go to 
the Beaſts, conſult Tygers and Lions, who will be bea- 
ten of their Maſters and not repine. | 

He whoextended my Arteries and Veins ; he who 
faid unto me live, when I was but in the Embryo, ftill 
in my bloud ; 

'Tis he who made me, that ſtrikes me, he who mode- 
rates the World, that thinks it convenient to aMi& 
me. | | | 

And what, Shall fight againſt my God, and contend 
with my Maker * ſhall I dare to ſtruggle with him,who 
can look me into nothing 2 yet this, and 'much more 
do I when I remain impatient under the heat and Toyl 
of the day of ſorrows. 

To. prevent which we muſt ſtedfaſtly refolve to 
{ſtrengthen our courage in bearing our afflictions. Firſt, 
With an unruMed and quiet mind z we muſt not in the 


leaſt murmure, though we paſs —_—_ Solitary 
deſerte 


Wilderneſs in the ſaddeſt and moſt | condition, 
if it will condu& and lead us to, the Land of Canary, 
we muſt not be weary of our burthen , but ſtrive to 
ſupport it with the moſt ſerene temper of fpirit, leaſt 0- 
erwil ». we ſhould dare to: charge God fooliſh- 
Y. J | 

But then again in the ſecond place we muſt alſo 'ex- 
preſs our thankfulneſs to God that he hath thought us 
worthy to luffer for the name of Chrift extolling and 
praiſing him that he hath made us miſerable. * 

For as the General-places the ſtoureſt men oppoſite to 
the hotteſt ſeryices, and ſharpeſt; encounters, not! that 
be ows them a ſpite or bear thema grudge, but to'ina- 

ni- 
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nifeft the confidence he repoſes in their Man-hood and 
to lead them to triumph. 

Yes, and this is the method of our heavenly Father 
to pick out the beſt ſpirited of his Servants, and the 
chiefeſt of his Darlings, that he may erown them with 
the moſt nobletriumphs, and to condu@ them to the 
| greateſt honours. | 

Let others therefore ſhrink at the ſharp combats of 
the World, let them cowardly faint under the ſtrong 
oppoſition of their adverſaries'; but as for me,ſaith the 
undaunted' Chriſtian , the' tnore enemies T encounter, 
the greater will be my Crown, the harder the labour 
the more noble my reward ; when my enemies encreaſe 
PII callnew bloud intomy veins; let them overpower 
me with 'their multitudes, T will overcome them by 
my courage ; let them come about me like Bees, and 
encompals-me in'orr every ſide , yet ih the name of my 
God, Iwill deftroy them. 


x 


fight the Lords battels; that he hath begirt me with 


and am ftedfaſtly purpoſed to behave my ſelf ſo coura- 
gioufly that (umancly be it ſpoken) it 1hall not repent 
him of his choice. | 

- Bleſſed be my God, that'Tam ranked amidft the firſt 


and ſinful wretch that I am,” capable of ſuch glorious 
atchievements ;Tet others then ſwell with fatnefs, bur 
O my God, let me be chaftened every morning ; let o- 


and laſh me in this World, that IT may not be torment- 
ed in that which is to'/come; let me eat my Garlick 
and Onygis' mithis 'eAdypr , that T' may 'feed'on the 
Grapes and Pomegranats in the Land of Promiſe ; let 


Bleſſed be my God, thatT am the man appointed to. 


perils andencircled mewith aMid&ions; Thave vowed . 


of Chriſtian Souldierss; that he-looks os me poor 
u 


thers come in no misfortune, but oh ! ſcourge me and 


me 
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"The State of - | 
me-here feed upon husks, that I may be refreſhed with 
the fatted Calf at the Supper of the Lamb. Amer... : 


And thus you have ſeen the Righteous introuble like 
the 1ſraelites in exile,but now the Lord like Moſes comes 
to deliver them : hitherto. God ſeemed. to 1leep, as 
Chriſt in the Storm: but now he rebukes the Tempeſt, 
and the obedient waves bow themſelyes, into a Calm, 
for though, great are the troubles of the Righteons, yet th 
Lord wilt deliver him out of all. | | 

Conſult but the Old Trraſlation, and you will find 
the words in the preſent tenſe. 

| Eripit eum ex omnibis ills. 

Which Phraſe 4s frequent and. obvious among - the 
Promiſesin Holy Writ, to intimate'unto us:the ſpeed 
and certainty of the things promiſed. _- * - 0k 

God will not leaye his Children in endleſs miſeries, 
they may wander many years in the Tents of Xedar, 
where there is nothing but blackneſs and darkneſs, not 
the leaſt glimmering of joy, yet fill he will bring them - 
at length to the Mountains .of- joy-and.gladneſs, 


_ Thus the Prophet affureth'us, . He. gives them beauty: 


for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of ' 
glaaneff for the ſpirit of [dp ae | | 
_ - *Tis the method of Heayentoplace mourning before 
J0y, as.Night before Day :  / will fmite, and 7 will make 
whole, Firlt the puniſhment, then the.bleſhog. | 
Who would have. thought when the. /ſrae/ites were 
Forty years 4n the Wilderneſs they; ſhould ever have. 
came anto.the Land flowing , with; Milk and Ho-: 
ney ©.  «ptatiy 3: play 215-2 | IEBS 6 {.e 
We would ſave thought, when Fopgh was ol, in- 
to the Seaz'\to. have met him,again preaching at WVine- 
veh ? who, would have thought when Nebuchadnezzar 
| | was 


rhe Righrivil 
was grafing- in the; Forreſt to haveiſeen him againgo- 
verning in; Babel ; who would have thought when #- 
ſeph was on Priſon, to have ſeen; him advanced Lord o- 
ver Pharaoh's houſe?” who would have thought when 
Fob was .jmthe Dunghil, that he ſhould be happier and 
richer then before his misfortunes ? 

Theſe are the great as of mercy, which make the 
faithful ſing with Afiriam, the Lora hath triumphed wa- Exod. 15.3; 
liantly; did not the fire that inſatiable and gluttonous E- 
lement looſe its deyouring nature, when the three 4+ 
dean Youths were caſt -into the Cha/dean Furnace , 
though it. conſumed their enemies who threw them in, 
yet it hurted not them, but careſſed them with amos« 

Tous embraces, as if they had been flames of loves in- 
ſomuch there was neither an hair of their head periſh- 
ed, nor the {mell of fire upon-:their cloaths,, for thou, 
O tnow mighty God of Jacob didit deliver them. 

Nay, thus he brought Zacob from Exile, thus he de- 
livered St. Peter from the hands of King Herod, and all 
the expeRation of the|Fews.: | 

Why art thou then-afraid- O my. Soul , and why art 
thou [0 diſquieted within me ? O ſtill put thy confidence in God 
for. he will deliver thee,” _ © WHIT WP 

When. Herod ſent forth his Troop of Horſe to ſlay the 
Poor. innocent--Infantry of Bethlehem, 'to the end- he 
might- deſtroy him who was born King of the Jews, 
tydings 'came at laſt to Mary and Fofeph in e/Z2ypr; 

| that he. was dead, who'ſonght the. youns Child's life, 

Even fo; : when/our Baniſhment and Sickneſs, bon- 
dage and; ſcarcity. are fully -compleated, Tydings {hall 
come. that” our; troubles are dead, and ' the | heart Zx04. 34. 6. 
ſhall dance and ſing that Song'of Moſes The Zord, the 
Lord Strong, Merciful and Gracious, Slow to Anger, but 
abounding in Goodneſs and Truth. THINS 
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- The ſame hand that woundeth, cureth, i it God who 
maketh the wound-and binderh it up, He finiterh, and 
the powder of his — .maketh it' Steals: 

Had David putaſt and petiodattroubles; fbyrf 
ing of.nothing ot Ro ol miglhthave theRighteous 
ave tipla ted I have lenny my heart in vain,but as 
there is a flux and reflux of the waters of the Sea,lo are 
there the ebbirigs as well as the flowings of ſorrows, here 
lies #oſeph in the Priſon, and Feremah in the Du 
on; pore in aſhes) Facob | in the Field, David in the "VA. 
derneſs, and £r4him in Exile, Daxjet irithe Den, and 
the three Children in the Furnace, bur at laſtcomes the 
year of 7»bzkee and the Priſoners of hope are -no long- 
ky Chains z bit freed from Coptivity- and 'Thral- 


Upon which account they areftiled Priſoners of hope, 
becauſe they may confidently rely upon God todeliver 
themy' for :rather than £#4jeh ſhajl ftarve, the Ravens 
ſhall feed hirny rather then; Thc ſhall drown, a Whale 
{hall ſwallow him up, if the Glutton be cruel and piti- 
les, doggs ſhall be kmd and compaſſionate. 

For can a Mother commiiſerate the rrickling rears of 
her crying Infant, and will the Father 'of merey be ob- 
dure £0 thees aretherears of an infirin- Zero {o elo- 


rom the beholders eyes, and Nyill fot t 1ds. 
conded with the"interceffioh'ofa craci ſus"move 
the God'of Heaverr® dorh hectoath theft Po and the 
Roſe which deither ſpinn not toyl-with ſuch 'beanry 
and glory, atid will not he adorn thy head: with ha 
lowed James which was environed with Thotns;'for 
the z ofhis Truth und Re __ OT 
God:.-promiſed-eo/.deliver thee and wi 
Vows: ? Isnota — Woubs a friend of Gods? Van . 

E 
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all which-wereaMiQionsof the heavieſt nature;never- 
the leſs the!i{5leconfideration that! 5: WAS the' Lord; made r 5m, 3. 19, 
eh | 


the Righteour. ” - 


he! wont'to forſake this. Fayqurites? did' he not 6nee 

ſpeak peace unto thee? and-isit aſtral for-him to'reeall 

his words? Nay, ina word, did. not he ſmile upon 

thee, when thou wert in the greateſt agonies, and are 
his ſmiles deceitful 2 -. . | 

- Reſt ſatisfied therefore, and quiet thy ſelf with the 

rich expreſſions of his love, and full aſſurance of obtain- 

ing the promile to ſet with Abraham 7ſaac and Facob in 

the Kingdom of God. | 

We are not healed ſo ſoon as we are bruiſed, but our 

deliverance is deferred for:a while to ſee how patient- 

ly wedemean our felves waiting the Lords leiſure, as 

itis faid ofthe Prophets Viſion, #hough #t tarry, wait for Huh. 2. 2, 
it, for it will moſt afſuredly come,'itwill not tarry, 

and ſo inthe text, though the Righteous have troub- 27. 5; 
les yet they are not everlaſting ones; and {6 again, he 

will not ſuffer the Righteous to fall for ever. | 

Whilit the Righteous are'in trouble they ſeem as it 

were ina trance, dead for a- while, -but at length they 

ſhall come forth as Zazarus from the grave z mourning 

may endure: for 4 night but joy cometh in the morning, how 

ſhall this therefore content the afflicted ſoul, tharthe 

ſhall be delivered-when made 'perfe& through-tribula- 

tion! How may this cordial revive a-wounded arid 
drooping/ſpirit, making it toburſt forth in the:expreſe = 
ſions:of Dauid, Bythis Iknow that thou favoureſt me, For Pl. 41.11. 
my enemies dout triumph over-me. © Lo GO 

\ Wherr old Z/*heard the fad threatnings of Got a- 

gainſt him; the deftruttion of his Fariily, the loſs of the 
Prieſt-hood, the-cutting off: beth his:Sons in one day, 


him'ory-outs: Yor bjnidombat-feenverh htm good.” 
: "If an exceſs of j6y!be: ever :Mowjable) « certairr it 15 
| E 
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when we falinto; divers: temptations'of tryal; otherwiſe ; - 
Mirth what meantth it *and laughter it is madneff.. * 

Is the Lilly leſs fair , or the Roſe: not ſo adoriferous 
and fragrarit, when: environed with thornes ? neither 
is the Spoule of Chriſt his Church; leſs'beautifal and 
comely' becauſe” ſhe'is militant and always in war- 

TC. X 
. Whyartthou then afraid O my Soul, or why doſt 
thou repine at adverſity * eſpecially ſince God: hath 
laid it as the foundation, at-leaſt medinm, to eternal feli- 
City 2 art thou poor ? alas;!: how canſt thou want if 
God be with thee? - or the rich , what have they -in 
poſſeſſion. when God is afar off, St. Paul tells us how 
the Hebrews with joy ſuſtained the rapine of their 
goods, becauſe they knew there wasa more durable 
treaſure and incomparably better inheritance prepared 
for them. | AY v I | 
_* What is it therefore which troubles thy repoſe £7 doſt 
thou bewail the loſs of a Parent, Relation or Friend ? 
Oh conſider with thy ſelf, he was not born to live al- 
ways and perhaps like the Righteous, was ſnatched a- 
way earlier from the evil to come: - THY 
_ Moreover, If you truly love God (as who carinot but 
love that which is nothing bureſſential -purity it-ſelf) 


_ How canſtthou be afflicted at the diſſolution of a man * 


ſince if he periſh not to God, he periſh not to thee, and 
we muſt not be ſorry as men without hope. + 
Hi hy art thou then ſ0 ſad,oh -myſoul,' and why art thow fo 
diſquieted within mes doſt thou groan under the pre. 
lures of an: infirm conſtitution « remember with thy 
{elf we ſhould not covet toenjoy life, but according to 
the renoun gh its grant, abun under conſtellations 
which by their variety of unfuences create variety :of 
bumars- fee. mn og if this be eouvenict for 
TO - tne 


the Righteous. 

the good of the. univerſe, ſhall not private reſpeAs and 
particular intereſts ve place thereunto? ſhall I mur- 
mur againſt my God in grumbling at my ſickneſs * or 
rather , ought I not thankfully accept it as a preſent 
from the. moſt merciful and Saorn parent, ordained 
either as a chaſtiſement of my ſins, or tryal of my ver- 
tue? and bleſled is that ſickneſs whoſe pains lead to fal- 
vation, bleſſed is that war which ends in evyerlaſt- 
ing peace. . 

What is it then which makes thee thus diſconſolate 2 
do the Walls of a Priſon affright thee ? lift up thy eyes 
unto the Hills, and view thoſe immenſe ſpaces above 
the Heavens deſigned-as a prznuum of thy Reſtraint ; 
for the deprivation of a little freſh air, and ſome other 
contentments depending on liberty, what ſpiritual en- 
tertainments mayſt thou hope. to--enjoy, when Angels 
are recorded to have accompanied not only St; Peter, 
but alſo Paul and S:las in the Priſon ; there thou art 
free from envy and detraction,, opprobries and calum- 
nies ; for where is that malice? Oh! where is that 
cruelty will rage upon the proſtrate howeyer where 
is that wiſe Marchant who Trafficks for ſo rich a Pearl, 
ſo great 6 ny; $9 and will not venture ſomething on 
the ſcore of perſecution 2 | 

Courage then, O my {oul, and welcome the vexati- 
ons of hunger, cold, bonds and impriſonments, whips - 
or {courges, {hip-wrecks or nakednels, the perils of the 
Sea, City or Wilderneſs, as bozigenii, good Angels ſent 
from God tominiſter for them, whoare Heirs of Salya- ## 1 
t10n. 

For what ſaith the ſincere Chriſtian, with Nehemiah Nebe. 6. 11- 
{ſhall ſuch a manas I lye'2 ſhall ſuch a man as I recant e 
am1 a'child of God; and ſhall not I-fight his battels 2 
aml a Chriſtian, and ſball not-Ifight under the _ 
| | 0 
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of. the Captain of our Salvation : how hath ;So/amoy 
branded me for a Coward, and my" ftrength ſmall jfT 
Tro.24. 1% faintin the day of adverſity? bids 
How . can-I want comfort in the midſt of adyerſity 
7-0.15.15 And trouble, when a: good conſcience 'is a continual 
'-*-.. 
With what confidence therefore will I rely upon my 
God! how patiently will I wait the Lords leifure, be- 
I/a. 28.16: cauſe faith maketh no haſt. x 
I will pride my felf in my Chains, and will not 
be troubled at diſeaſes, for though this Sickneſs may ' 
be unto the firſt, yet notuntothe ſecond death. 
I will not flatter the Judge out of fear what man 
can do unto me, for whoſo putteth his truſt in the Zord 
Pro. 29.25 ſhall beſafe. Shalll betray the cauſe when God hath 
appointed it to try me? ſhall Toffend my bretheren 
Rom. 14. WhenSt. Paul hadTather die than be'guilty of being a 
{tumbling block unto any + ſhall I charge my Conlci- 
ence when its wounds are more intollerable then the 
tortures of the body 2 ſhall T apoſtatize from my pro- 
feſſion and turn from the faith, when at my enrolment 
a member of Chriſt, I ſo ſolemnly covenanted with 
him'to maintain it unto my -lives end? 
No, I will valiantly reſiſt the temptations gf the three 
Cardinal enemies of my Salvation , the 'World, Fleſh 
and the Devil ; let my Friends tempt me like :#oÞ's 
Wife, let 'myFleſh flatter me'like Zve, let my Perſe- 
cutors bribe 'me like Balak, let them who ſuffer with 
me revolt and abandon me, yet; like Fuſpnz -7 will Fill 
Foſb. 24- 14+ ſerve the Lord, and though every one be offended be- 
| cauſe:of Chriſt, 'yet will never be offended, for he is 
inſtead 'of comfort, health -an#liberty unto; me. | 
- How great:were the troubles'of Foſeph, yet the Zord 
did deliver hins 'out of alls how many were'the air 
ons 
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ons of Abraham, how many were-the ſorrows both of 
David and Fob, yet thou O my God didft deliver them, 
and therefore thou canſt and wilt deliver me, for thou 
art my Caſtle and ſtrong Tower of defence, Oh ! haſt 
thee to deliver me, that my enemies may not triumph 
over me, yet if thou doſt not, I will follow-the exam- 
ples of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abedrego, and will not do 
evil to eſcape danger, 

For ſhall I ſhrink at this, when Chriſt hath done ſo 
much for me? Oh! the blewnelſs of the ſtripes; and 
ghaſtlineſsof the wounds !. Oh the pricks of the thorns 
and piercings of the Nails ! all which and much more he 

tiently ſubmitted to, to excuſe me from the miſery 1 

ad juſtly deſerved, and what ſhall I deny my 'Saviour 
ſopoor a kindneſs, ſo ſmall a\requeſt,as todo ſomething 
for him, who hath done all things for me ſhall he 
give me his heart and his bowels, and ſhall not I return 
him the ſame 2 Is there a flame in him, and no ſpark 
inme ? no refleCting of a Sun-beam? or- repairing of 
the Stream into the Ocean ? 

No with Heſter, if 7 periſh, 7 periſh, for Tam purpoſed. 

to obſerve his righteous judgments. 
If my Purſe ſuffer, my mony doth but-periſh ;- if my 
body be impriſoned, my pleaſures do but periſh, if 
—_ attend me, Zord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
whole. 

In whatſoever ſtate or condition: therefore I am, as 
Holy David {o will F comfort my ſelf in the Lord my God, 1 Sam. 30. 6. 
this is the Staf on which I will lean, for though earthly 
Crowns are made of Gold, yet heavenly Diadems are. - 
made of the thorns of tribulation, I will not therefore 
look for pleaſures in- my way, till I have paſſed the nar- 
row Gate, and am arrived at the place, where there 
ſhall be no more hunger, thirſt or cold, but” all tears 
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The Sea of+ 


ſball.be wiped' "I our eyes, and the Robes of Scarlet, 
waſhed white in the bloud of the Lamb, whoſitteth on 
the Throne for ever and eyer. . 

To Whom with the Father and Holy Spirit,be all Ho- 
nour, Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion now and 
for evermore, Amen. 
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For:God fo loved the Horld that he glove bi ontl begot- 
ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. 


U CH was the unexpreſable uy of God; Heb. 1, 1. 
that mMvutecs x, mTeomus hayi 
-cets and in'divers manners as't Me pla. * 

ſeth” it,” revealed to: men'the' eye to 


ties by Viſions and Dreams, as he irequentTy b 
peared unto erp and Fees TP ſometimes by ;' 


coming of hs. it uPo hos eh St. Pore 2 Pet. 1. 2Is 
informs us how. mati.opy Ga were taught 


being moved by the Spirit of the yok ch were 7- 
ſaidbe Feremiah and others; ſometimes: by: diſpatching. 
unto us thoſe:immaterial Embaſſadors' of. his, the Hol 
and Blefſed Angels, on! theiv baſſib6 of love*to- 
kind,rhat.he maghtreconcil®them wits himſelf; ang 
at laſt bring themtoGlory. But in this latter Age of 
the World; he hath fpokex unto as by by his Son , oo ath 
vouchfafed a mercy of ſuch a WIT TOA, ty and 2 on Extent, 
| It cannathuc inves. theenoſ} FandWordid' toa, 
pious \commemoration'of-the'Narivity 6fthis' Mctia-! 
tor. AY: Ae 46 God aad Man, eſpecially; if we refle& on. 


our own unworthineſs, the mbiliry of the Perſon, or 
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his ava a gl nay fox þ ford ne fe © gs 


that which our Firſt Pare 6 

Upon ewe” accountenr H N Mother the Church, 
Be: bopoiges this day for chas ſolemn purpoſe, th 
*h ey ould meet ai ©. celebra 

Frih ve] |ReEdeemer, and to 42== og raiſes 

_ thankigivings to God, for his unſpeakable love to. 
Mankindin ada His Eternal Son, to aſſume our. 
ture and to teach, and give- examples of holy life. MN 
2h la . die forchem,. Rd _ and aethe to: Fea 
V W\1it bvQ\ WAY KB) | 

Alldathis one  Jefign,that every clothe World, 
That ſhall receive and obey him, ſhall be reſcued from e- 


deatbalagd: them neds, partaker. of nr 
EE a k ofhi.oly begorten. San, 5's. mer 
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WE Dr: elcwn cauk of Mars Re- 
FE Wo 14 he prev ents exprels'd. chis loye, 


\ Nhindhys The Jnbroment or 5 Perſe by whom this 
tion Was. wrought; &* enly Begorten, San. 
wr »"Theend or Jelien of this Gift. har's who 


belieweth. þ in bign, doae/d WEPSS NE cd Reo 


129. yy 74 
Webegin wath the Firkt; - 33 i19ifts +: «x: 
The: ward. Gods xarioully cape. UL Hot v-Wri it; Extls 22. 28 


ſometimes. WXppon@s one hen it. bed 


ty of their iglioe aud: Ont oy Fog _ 


Aves thou ſhalt not route } e Goas, ts £ 


av, Batgare He is a ole ve "vg Gow; and 6 76 l, 


agg $34-EmRx. 3401 45 / þ als; | > - ; Ve 6.4. 


Sometimes the. wiard 36: wo Fokauiah fallly,. be 
theyarc ertoncoully;Riled by this. mos: and Fepaned 

as: God;as the: Heathen Idgls, who were the Workman: 
ſbip afmen, and thusit:i by AMpfes_«« imero) guar; 
OWNS #7625 aeteuTieh 5 PWT YE Tart ve ner unto oi 19: 4 
dolr;; par dnake 20.y6a7" ſebvers- Molten Gadhs.p9 61 ldke- 
wiſe hely Da OTE ON Judl FF SY ofa 4" ge Fog Pſalm. 96 5, 
ab be Gd of oh Behar wel, but & the Lord who 444d 
we h ord God i Berimn l EN 

But the w is taken. TIN: nj 
ſen@auhenitis enthar; ES 3 
yen 71 eine of "St. Fe for mhrats TVET 24 
Dparats; Aga SHE) $9;P5pj 
idicy df Goa berfiir as Gere he az ban? Wh ere an ati 

LECT] meant 


Ms. 4 


-* nifie the Holy-Ghoſt; 1 xa bow'b Rpdros GANG me 0: Thow | 


y this tion BletyeohimFels, that he dothinot a" 


Galt —_— 
meant any paticular HinglePerſori, bur rhe Whoſe Tri. 
nit , or Three Perſons t ether... . 

Af ſo when it is uſed; rogers when - one < of. 
the Divine Perſons arg of Sapifed, and St. Pall Ws | 
neem 4 ths R278 TÞkve fe rugv rh Gol | 
through Tefws CBriit our Lark, and ſo again,” &v71 0 
M (wn oli" Ivoc M1GTxton ot ©  pabvo YI 20S x, 00 oct gut= 
AG IHESV Re 159), 7 Dis 16+ life eternal* that © they know thee, 
S wi True: O00. and whons rhow # bf Seat Teſs ; 

41.1 | 

by theword God') is not meant al the- Three, | 
but comp wy firſt Perſon the Father.- 

So allo St. Zuke uſeth it,mopudvarimw cxrAnoiny TÞ 35 fo 
me trmiionTo Mx its kya G- The Church of God which he - 
hath purchaſed by hs own blond $0 again by St: 7ohn, | 
eds Lpevepo, My axe God: manifeſted” in'the *Fleſb, in 
both which places 1 is ogly meantthe Second Þ on;the 

Son. 
Soalſo St: Zike, uſe itifn ancther: place only to fig-- 


ha#t not lied: unto Men, but hrnito God.j, 1 09 
'By the word Godinthe Thxeisehiefl undepſtogd thie - 
Father, for though'it may be- applyed'to all the three - 
Perſons, yet po the Father is the Fountain of . 
aAion; he is. 'rmoft 87.558 underſtood by this term; , 
both inchisandalſo in other places of-Scripture, . 
 a$that of the Apoſtle, 57: 5iM.96 7% aupotir T8 egettes 
mbz«Kev.4, on0s + yuoreure, : ZFben the: Pulneff of time" wie 
come, God Fengforth bis Solty maae of « Yoman, made uns 
der the Law again, 6. ©4d5 [T £avTB8 -yioy Ttrx)46s tv 
| 6 pxeuLyhatl orgs halo a8, God ſapling his own n——_—_ 
* likeneffo Pf Stoful Fleſh: NN "7 arti als 
"Nay, 'Our Saviour hichſetfxvas ſo fun Eroronſcnblng 


wt 


- 
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Laps #:Man: .' 37 
miſſion; thathe' received his authority from his Father: 
to come into the World and ſave Sinners. 
Thus you may may hear him;declaring *7'iyoavrs'sr 
tAyAugee o&AN' Uaiv HAnSnG- 0 mEulas mf, ov Vacs $1 Cidvery 
1 im not come of my ſelf,but he that ſent me i true, whom To" 7.28: 
ye-know not. th 4 (205. £4 
And thus you have Þad the various Teadings of the 
word GOD. in ſacred Hiſtory, and'the definition ac- 
cording 'to 'St; Tohys 1s, 5 01%5.30Th, God cis love; and 
what Juſtice isit for all men toconclude the ſame. 
For our Creation was an att of the Almightys, which 
oceeded not fromany conftraint, and tye of neceſſity, . 
ut from. the. abundant freeneſs and, generoſity of his 
S ITIt;: | | 
"He ſhould not have needed, unleſs he had pleaſed to . 
mould:us into Shape, and form us into Creatures. 
- What worth or, merit. can be alledged , miſerable 
duſt and aſhes that we are'?- whereby we might claim. 
a: prerogative or Title to a Being: | 
-» Alas] it was undeſerved nevertheleſs hedid it with-- 
aut force-or compulſion,” which was an Illuſtrious A& 
of his free grace and bounty, yet farr excelled by that 
much: more eminent one, 1n the Redemption of us.from - 
_._ the ſlavery and ſervitude of-fin-and Satan, yes, and 're- - 
; iokntang ofus ina better condition, *then-that whic 
our Firit Parents {0 ultly forfeited; 
*..To love us before we were, I confets is great Tove ; 
but to love us-when we had rendred our ſelves vile ; 
;.and worſe then nothing, what-can it be tiled; bur - 
Abe -heighth-of .love?.-. . -- > WLETBNN, . 
Tolove us in our non-entity is an Embleme ofa'moſt 
Noble: Spirit; but to love us after onr monſtrous ingra- - 
titude,}:cannot:exprels it, (butin the words of the As - 
polile 7 wiped Murre mAzTw 7H; x&e4TO> vt, He exceeds ""OVDY 
334 | Hg G 
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ſpecial "x Tm on to gu 7 UPOE 
' . We were io  farfrommeriting this: 61a pt 

1ft of his only. Begotten Son, that we had.praveked 
"a in the higheſt meaſure imjnagitable, and caſt all 
bis commandments behind us. - 

What can we therefore. conceive ſhould maque him 
to giye us his Sore WW not any' tovelineſs | rats 
traQivenels inus, - 

We werenotiueh a iableand.ecannifabOrteturcs.as 
 to.caulox Godto ad from the Batclements of Hea» 
ven,and ſubje& himſelf to the miſeries of humane aps 
. tkwe; but his mercy and wondenkul : atone 
which cauſed biaxto be inveſted-w3th the -garmenes of 
fleſh, and opr-Reſtauration to happineſs : ito: beVat» 
(riburod to nothing but the free ; Pa grace:of 

0 | 

For Senſe or Reaſoa cannot forugl ſo evident de. 
mon{ration; eſpecially, ifi we conſider againſt-whom 
we thus tranſgrefſed, whoſe Law'it was we thus con 

temp trampled upon. : ' whoſe I pray Was. It'f 
but the Law of the great Legiſlator hinafelf » | 

Did weo/ oe Rebel 2gainft the; Supream Qian: 
< Heaven* and Sin againf# hin, ho ave © the 


like a Curtain, 40A limiterh the Sea, 6;that &ſbel 
by 0 \ forch 


How doth the.Prophier ile, him,#aſe in Conufal mans 
derful in _— 4nd admirable in mans 


heh 
is. offeatial ty t ſeas, F-'Y abh 
ni pſec ol pv on derofs <= 
"va _ 
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| Yet 


Ihe [oh fog £0 
: Yet amd fy Ft thar fety the Lord, and 
{es what > allies things he hath-done for our ſouls,” Behold; 
ow his refttels Toveconld never beat quict until it Had 
employed his Omnifcience to conttive means and ex- 
pedientsto reconcile both his Fultice arid Mercy, in re- 
concilitns Sinners to hinfaer. 

Nay, and this merciful deſigts by the Incartiation of 
his Son, He profecuted'ina way 7 worthy of him- 
felf, and hig hly advatitageous utito Man, that the An- 
gels Env; #74 Tx 69 Wat are ardentlydefiroms to de into VP. 1.12 
them. 

' How did this niake-St. Paul' to to cfy out Sway coms ron. 5.8. 
mendarerya 0s chayttatem Dew, Cod commendeth bis love 
towayas ns, #n that «x. we were SiAneYs, Chriſt died” for 
%, that is, when we wanted all motives to invite, and 
had nothing but our. Wy id cry aloud it the Ears of 
God for. roſs and con © fs : 

It is it nſual* expreſſion, 1M we ſe otic ina deplo- 
rable- condition, to Fay” his poverty of miſery ſpeakerh. 
in his behalf, but this is more eminent ſurely in our” 

cafe, and it was our natlery was {0 prevalent with the 
= hity, aero, ab uy his Sof to fave us,. when: all. 

thoa and ation-was taken away, 

| hy how didthis bh, eſs his love to Sion: 
even as the Apoſtle tells us, ZH being in the form of God, Phi: 2.6;7: 
rhonght it no Ribbery fo be equal with Cod, but mel Pome If, 
of nv" Yeputation, and fook upon-hins the form of 4.Ser 
and 1 made in the likeneſs man, 4 ang” betng, thi Hs: 7 8 
al 3 « wats h* humbled himfetf, and. became obedient unto: 
EXEevcR the death of the Croft. © 
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So hls oe EY 


» 5 he 


ow” th F; 
hed, as. 


"love, tolove at a leſs rate NE: death it ſelf, = om 
theſupereminent heigth of glory, to ſtoop .to. the ex- 
treameſt of indignities being abaſed to the-bottom of 
abje&edneſs, that we-might be exalted to the contrary 
EREFRL.. i .. c Dn Y | dota 
_— _O Eternal Fathet of mercys ! thy love and goodneſs 
is unmeaſurable and thy tender mercys are over all 
thy works, what a. large portion haſt thou given us 
of thy love? that to us a Son 4s Born, to 164 Sons gi- 
wen Thou ha#t not dealt ſo with any other creatures, as thou 
hait done with man, on whom:thou didſt ſtamp thine 
own Image, cloathed him with immortality, and con- 
Nituted him - Supream over 'the reſt of the Creatt- 


- ON. 

Nay, ſo great was thy goodneſs -O God, that when 
we had of our ſelves by departing from thee, we 
ſhould till be found of the, in ſending thy Son, to 
ſave and reſtore them that were loſt. © - py 

Lord what is man? that thow ſhouldit ſo regard hins, 
or the Son of man that thou ſhouldit thus reſpett him? 
'with .all thankfulnefs and .prarſe we remember this 
day, weextol thy love, and the humble deſcent of the 
Son of thy love, Chriſt Jeſus. "Io : 

Oh grant that he may 'be-conceived in the heart 
of every one of us, that by the operation of the Ho- 
ly 'Spirit Chrift may dwell in us 4nd we in him; 
'Oh let that Spirit which was in our. Saviour, inſpire. 
our hearts continually, with devout affe&tions towards 
thee, that we may love thee beyond what our tongues 
can exprels, or hearts Es and fo joyn . cheer- 
fully with that Celeſtial Chorus, whoare ſtill giving 
Honour, bleſſing, power, glory. and. dominion to thee 
for ever and ever for this ty unſpeakable ory, to 

| Ban 4 Ls 


Laps:d\Man., 
Mankind in giving thy only: begotten Son, that all may: 
MO ME The oP UpRT Ss 
And fol deſcend fromthe efficient cauſe of Mans Re- 
demptionthe ove of God, to the parties whom he thus 
loved, and they come under a two-fold Conſideration, 
their, Quality and Quantity, 

We begin with the Firſt, God fo loved the World. 

By WORLD may be underſtood the whole compa- 
ges of all Beings, becauſe every creature by the Paſſion 
and Reſurre&ion of our Saviour received almoſt a new 
life, and was in ſome meaſure delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption. 

But by 79 x54 jn the text 1s eſpecially ſignified all 
Mankind and people in the World. 

* Thus St. Mathew uſeth it 5va: ml xbouwamF oxavdt. 
Nov Ho unto th: World becauſe of Offences. 

Yes, thus our Saviour himſelf interpreted it, 5 voto 
6 16TH pr Vacs Eur 5 WE the Forld cannot hate you 
but me it hateth ; where is meant the People or Inha- 
bitants.of the world. | 95 700 

After.the ſame, manner. Satan is frequently ſtiled, 
A þ 2V T8 6068 the Prince of the World, becauſe he rules 
and governs in the affections of men, and enthrones 
biaſelf in their hearts. 

_ But indeed Expoſitors are yarious in their conſtruQi- 
ons thereof, ſome tranſlate it; S's Dews bominem dilexit 
Ged ſo loved the little World Man, ſore, hominem ad i- 
maginem Dei fatum, Man. made after the Image and Simi- 
litude of God, others, hominem lapſum, et mundanum, 
falls and werldly-minaed-man all which Tranſlations con- 
CO .Fa extoll -and magathe the wonderful. Love of 


3 For, 15 1t not-worthy,our admiration to fee light and 
darknels enter a League's To ſee the torrid'and frigid. 
> > | G | | Zone 
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76m white kd efnbrics ati other & for ferovAtt 

and the Gods.of EXROM, the Ark and Dag Dagon-: pan 

ted * to ſee the God 7/14e) and Baa! meet F FR Fr 

he Prophets of the Lord, afd Sotis of Be ki 11S, > 
PF. i i 

Yet all theſe was ful'n man, compated'ts kimwtis 
is nothing but purity it ſelf , yet ſtill, how. does he 
court this depraved and. nful creatire £0 a Feconci- 
Hation * 

Shall we not envy his hogour, and 4dmite his ove, 
who will lay down his life for the Take of righteous 
man ? ſhall we not. then be rapt with wonder, when. 
we conſider the Immenſity of the Divine Love to laps'd 
| man, to. ſee the eternal Son of the Moſt High "God , 

deſcend into the ety arts of the earth, and in4man- 
ner, embrace a Dunghil, . nay bey 6nd that,. to, expoſe- 
and ſubmit kaARlF 5 to M crea Ri oke of the moſt igno- 
miniious death, that he titi Aga ſnatch. ſinful man. from 
a latnentable downfal; mount him' from a miſera- 
ble-carth,. to the Regions. of Fmmoralith Atid Bs.” 

Herein is love, not that we' Toved God, bur that he 
loved us, and ſent, His Solt.tobe a Þropitiation. for -Our- 
ins | 

O thou great and All- ſeeing: —.of Heaven, whar 
moved thee to glance ſo fayoura fiance on. 
us miſerable finners t what moved ht nd:fo kitid 
an Embaſſage- of pou to us vile wortts tf to us who 
were uttworthy thy compaſſion, though nevet {6 ear- 
neftly implor'd, to.us,, who had deſerved: thy wrath 
more: than. thy ſiniles, thy Thunder and Li = 
thy NON 20 We er, but vhway | | 
thy nos 14 pets. ys NOU- 1RE: 

ve,thou ſhowr 
in ſo plentifol pt dpy nk 3 $0 


God, Oh ! praiſed be:that merops whidh:ſbyed us from 
Io iy, was thy. pity ;28d gamipaiien, not oyt 


tengernels. to: thy Laws, which Shelersd us 'from thy 
tury ! twas thy loye and goodneſs alone, Oh! for e- 
ver magnified be: that love, which induced thee to:be fo 
bout! © ad with/'all thankfulneſs and reve- 


rence, 0 God,we delire to join with thoſe Sons of Glo- 
ry and-bright Morning Stars in ſinging (aocording 
to our abilitie and power) Glory be to God on High, for 
his unſpeakable tove in giving bis only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever da believe on im, ſhould not periſh, but have e- 
ternal (ife, tar thou ſent not. thy Son into the World! to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him 
might be ſaved, Oaks 

Qh that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, and geclare.the Wonders which he doth for 
the Children of Men. | 
— Which is no more. then Juſtice, and our hounden du- 
ty to perform ,, for if we conſult what we are by na+ 
tyre, what ſhall we conclude our ſelves, but Children 
of wrath , the finful Offpring of diſobedient Adam, 
made gbngxious ta the worttof deaths, before we were 
entityled.tolife, by ſfjaning againſt God without whoſe 
Reconciliation we cannot but periſh, 

For though it1s true, Man at his firſt creeping into 
the. World, was placed-in the Regions of felicity, and 
favoured as one: of the Darlings of God, yet, was he 
ngt as quickly diſabedient to the commands of his Cre- 
ator how ;juitly therefore was his Crown forfeited, 
and he deprived of all that happineſs God had confer- 
red on.him, when he was baniſhed Paradiſe, and ix the 
[m-at of his brows to earn his bread ? © bY 
_ Andifthe fell, ſo did-we, by: being/io his Loyns, for 
{ince the advantages of that blefſing God promiſed _— 

| G 2 : 1 


if obedient, had reſpe&to his Poſternty,. then certait-' 
ly the curſe, which was the conſequence of his difobe- 
ience, did-not relate-to his particular intereft alone, 
but was of univerſal influence, and he propagatedinfec- 
tion tothe laſt, and utmoſt ofhis Poſterity. .- © © 
Brom our Firſt Parents therefore we' derive a curſe, 
whoſe Legacy bequeathed us was -fin and'dammation; 
and all Man-kind-were-Joynt-heirs of the ſame Inhe-- 
ritance, the wrath of an incenſed God. hb 
Pl. 51.5. Thus holy Devid-confefſeth it, i» ſir did my Mother 
conceive 'me , and in iniquityſhe brought me forth. Now 
what had been the-wages of this ſin,burt eternal death 2- 
what: had: been the fruit which they plucked from the. 
Forbidden Tree, in the diſguiſe of an Apple, but ever- 
laſting ruine ?- had- not- the wonderful mercy of God- 
founFout an expedient 'to 1alve-mis Juſtice and ſave 
us © | 46s 
For had he not dealtthus graciouſly with his Crea- 
tures, what could 'we have-in reaſon expeed, but to 
have been {wept away in the-Deluge of Divine indip-. 
nation ? that he ſhould: have /dipre his Arrow in the 
Poyſon of that Serpent which gull'd'and mocked us; 
and exhauſt (were it poſſible) his whole Magazine of | 
Thunderbolts, that he ſhould have girded his Sword” | 
upon his zo , and take Vengeance upon us, making 
us to ſuck the: Eces and'dreggs of that intollerable 
potion reſerved for the Sons of Perdition. | 
This was the fruit flouriſhing onthe Tree of Know- 
ledge; this was that miſerable plight, and woful con- 
dition into which we had brought our ſelves;. we had 
deſerved the worſt of Gods fury, by breaking our bands 
and Covenant with him, - 
' Stand ſtill thereforeall- ye that forget God, and ad- 
mire his goodneſs and tell me, if there be any God like 


MP 


onto. our Gvdj,.or * IE our: heavenly 
Father, who forbore to enter into'thie' Artmoryof his: 
wrath; or toafffight us with the! furrows of a contraQ- 
_ brow ; for: 'novwirhitndiog we-were born Heirs. 

tto'ca lamity: without: ends: yer. loehe ſent. his 


otten'Son-to ent:offthe entail. j7 
a firined'O! Lord. and dealt wickedly; but: 
this ab bfckins, what hath-he'done's that he: ry 
be - thus' battered: and: bruiſed; ' wounded and bloud 
to fave-us fromthe Stripes we tad :juſtly deſery 
how: great was: thy-love'to bs toifend him,” who ons 
in:Heaven. with thee, / t0-US.OI77 earth in the likeneſs. 
of ſinfulfleſh.. 

Oh! what charming bins was this © how preti-- 
ous are the thoughts ot-it to us, Grant then O Mer- 
ciful Father that" the..perfe&\Image of this thy Son: 
may be ſo formed in-our hearts, that we may live the 
life of Chriſt, ſerving him in righteouſneſs, and ho-- 
lineſs all the days of.our Pilgrimage here. that we may 
not defeat the ends of his. death , but ſtrive to compleat 
the joy. of our: Lordi. m7: 

To which end welee God ſjared not: his Son, but a: 
Manger ' is his Cradle ,' behold the- Bread” of life ap-- 

inted for the Proviſion and nouriſhment of our fouls, 
he came to fetch home-'the loſt Sheep, and to cure. and 
heal ' the inferm» andi weak. :.; :. 

He came not to call the Ri iehtcous, but Sinners to Repent-. 
ance.” And what thall: we rob our ſelves of our Fare 
in this fo glorious an-enterpriſe 2-ſhall weruinate'the. 
purpoſes of Chriſt in delivering us out of that miſery;. 
wherein we wereſo unhappily plunged. . | 

For had notthe: Father ſent him on'\that errand, hw 
had we been;broken 1n--peices, like a Potters Veſſel ;. 
VWhnps, Scourges andScorpions, had ph a +5 
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2 Cor. 5.18. 


Rom. 5. 


Gods \iLowsto\ 
| from ths! Root ob Feſt ta laws 
Snhers from the at 19182.05 10030k GH caoties? 
-Teat-us then return our thanks: to :this:Redeemerod 
TRE ſay, O: bleilgd. aq who abaut this Sins 
was; boro:05-4 pure/Nergin, wereyumtheecgurip 
and thankſgivings, for-tbat thou waubd be: ito 
ſubjeR | thy ſelf tothe Imuſeriesaf fleſb;chat Bell might 
be capacitated for the! joy df eternal bliſs:;: It was our 
gluttony Q.Bredd of Life, which cauſe}. thee to hunger; 
ouF-intamperance 'O. fountain of lwmg: water, whiah 
cauſed: theg ta cry: out, { am athirffi3; thau went; made. 
as we-hre, 'that we might-be:made! as/thou:art;winh 
all the powers and faculties of our ſouls and hddies'we 
return thee all honour .and praiſe; ſinging -withi#he 
heavenlyquire, A8 glory, power and dominion be aſcribed 
to the Zamb and hin that ſitteth on; the Throne for ever. aud 
ever Amen. 4.2171  Barnigt ot od van 


And ſo I deſcend in the. Second place. to confider 
their quantity whom, God {o loved, that. be gave his 
only begotten Son for them, God fo laved- the #orid; 
- He did not give his So for fame. choice arid ſele& 
perſons anly, the glorious 'Son. of Rightebufneſs, did 
not dart his radiant beams: an the Land of Gofben only, 
but he aroſe with healing in his. wings ors 84 
perficies of the whole earth, thatall mankind might xe: 
ceive benefit by. his influence..”. ' >. IrD 

For by; T «45/49. inthe text is meant | all the world 
boxh Jew and Gentile, ang ſo St: Paul uſeth it faying, 
that (ad was iu Chriit reconciling the World unto bi : 
now what 1s ſignified by reconciling the Word,-is 1n- 
terpreted by St: Paul, mor unins ,. the whole Creation , 


. or all the Gentile World, in oppoſition. tothe \Fewiſh | 


Encloſure , not all the creatures abſolutely; but all 
men 


47 
mebrofall forts, particalinly, /Hhols Getfile Hotarors 
mehtioned by: the ftmies / -Avhoiv he tiles, 0s 
"0 TWNNOT @ 40 PENS) you who were alienated 4d Prangers £0 Colo.-1. 21.4 
Gody\ harÞ he vecomlel to hawyHlf,, for the: t Hts 9th the 
porlgadecsrevwbm kent; v0 Fre HEmes that wire lot, to 
ave at ntf tha Wweelsft td halthe fondttin? ſores, 
not of {fe few pdllited: ſoils ohlly, but of all deſeend- 
ed froth the loyns. of Adam: 

' Por by: bt og had' concluded riſe wap? 
ace Haw” all things bode rel Yates the guilt of fin 
and therefore t ti ſties, andto manife his 


Mercy; he' hath given us pd Son; that ih the difpenſa- 
tion of tlie faltiels of time Ne might gather into one 
all tice BO which are Heaven Earth, where 
is it iefiared! 110 i $4 peopte who dwell uhdet 
the Cihopy* of "Heh 

For though the mer: of God afd the Merits of out 
Saviour” harh'ſ0 &6 - #hd eftabliſhed the Angels 
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in their Srations of” gory ,” tha it” is impoſſible for 
thefni't6 fall and' fide  wway Yet this Cannot be ſaid 
t6 be"by Rede tion, but by*C its gtatious utiuring: 
them to God, ſo that I conceive: the Tv $604v95 tan-- 
h6t "tefer-to. them, but only''to'ftien, becanfe Chtiſt 
50K rms Fo did not come r6 take holdof redace- 
or- reoonicile: els; biit-6Hly mankind;forthe An-- 
gels iffeavett - fell/apdf fore What need had: 
they of a Recvtitiliation ? a: © theApoftle only en- 
deavoars- tO” &xplain to us, that Ehrilt is the univer-- 
fl-Retdeemer” of Man-kind) of the Gentiles xs well as- 
of the "Jaws, Which i$*o#$00 48 Hate g/ RuTy, Ly | 
TH, evSertay ow/TV an att of of yndeleryed: METEy, , 4N- 

, patuble: #5 > but teer price, 
ſa i Por by out: Ofigital/' Ne MATE bud becarhe prone 
U todo evil, andre not able ro think a xvod Thott, 
n 


WMe- 


inſomnch, the. molt. righteous-of: the, Sons-of nienhad 


need cfa Saviour, .to- make, anAttonament-and(Ex- 
Ppiation.,for them, 575 4 | 


- 


phet... informs: us, | God, lobked 


do the Church 


4 ca 
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Lapsd Man. 4.9 
their own. defaule-in miſuſing his gracious endear- 
*ments; \and' gy. refraftory to his'commands. 

For this is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 1Tim. 1.1. 
tion, thatChrift Feſms-came into the Yorld to ſave ſinners, 
Sinners indefinitely, without the excluſion of any. 

And 1o again, He taſted death for every man, ana is H.1.g. 
riſen weais for their Fuſtification, that is, as verily as ' 
all men have tinned by contraQtion of the guilt of 
the firſt man, ſo by the merits of the Man Chriſt Te- . 
ſus, they are juſtified freely by Gods grace, if they 
donot fall off from. the mercy of the Covenant, by 
prevaricating the conditions of it. 

For through his bloud he hath conveyed notice to all 
men, that they are the Sons of God, that they are the 
Heirs ofeternity, Coheirs with Chriſt, and partakers 
of the Divine Nature, meaning, that they are ſo by the 
deſign of G2d, and the purpoſe of the manifeſtation of 
his Son, he being unwilling any ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould be ſaved. 

Such was the unmeaſurable love of Chriſt that he 
would have all men to be ſaved, without exception of 
City or Country, Nation or Language, without excep- 
rion of the ungodly, enemies, nay, without exception 
of them that periſh, for it is to give them a ſpace to re- 
pent in, that he is ſlack (as ſome men count ſflacknefi) con- 
cerning his promiſe. I ornnry © 

Butalas ! in-our late years of Rebellion when men 
pretending to hght the Battels of the Lord, took up the. 
Weapons of the Divel,and under a pretext of the Lords 
cauſe entered a ſolemn league and covenant and ſwore 
Allegiance to. the Prince of Darkneſs, then alſo. began 
to, flouriſh their do&rine who ſay, that God deſigned 
many: Souls to. Hell before they bad a Being and Ex- 
iltence upon earth; infomuch they were incapacitated 
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Gods Loveto 

to-work out their ſalvation, their ſentence: of condem- 
nation - being; already paſt in. the predeterminate coun- 
el. of God, then began-men: to flatter themſelves that 
they were the only Children: of God, the Saints*that 
ſhould-inberit: the earth; and none _but __ true 
people. of: $;ow, who were the efpouſers. of: their: fan- 
raftical opinions and” perſwafion, judging all others to 
be held as: Reprobates in the eyes of God becauſe they 
were 1o1n;theirs. wo, 

Then was  broachied that opinion: of a: converting 
grace and  irreſiftable power, as: if God. would urge 
men to ſalvation, and make them happy without any 
endeavours of their own, if they did but rely on 
Chrift andhis Merits for the payment and fatistaQi-- 


ON, | 

Which DoCtrines: are of {o-pernicious conſequence, 
that, Firſt it renders the Croſs. of Chriſt tooliſh-. 
neſs. & ab: | 

For wherefore did God give us his Son.-? wherefore: 


did he die, rife again, and aſcend to his Father? to 
what puzpoſe was all that waſt of bloud which' he 
ſhed in our behalf* if men were abſolutely decreed 
to ſalvation or reprobation fromall eternity ? towhat 
end did Chriſt come into the world, when as with- 
out conſideration to his- ſufferings or the merits of 
his death and paſſion his Father had predetermined' 
from: eternity ſuch a number for- the pleaſures of 

Heaven, and ſo many for torment without end 
If it be thus,. then.is. Chrift dead in- vain, becauſe 
the Father might. have effefted this without. putting- 
his Son tothe expences of his bloud toredeem us.. If 
it be thus the Father had nogreat love for his Sony to. 
put him to ſuch: cfuelties- and hardſhips, not having: 
any cogent or ablalute neceſſity. Nay, if this do&- 
rine: 
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Lops Maw. 

Title "Was (true, itwonld blemifh the wiſdom of:Hea- 
ven; for if he had; reſolved :to ſave ſome and damn 0- 
thers from £ternity,, he might have done-it. without 
the contrivance of ithat :device of reconciling us to 
'himſelf, by :thedeath of us Son, becaute-that was in- 
tended only to datisfic rhis/[ufttgeandmanifet his mer- 
cy-anfl-whatneedofrthatitf we confentroapredetermi- 
nation * | 

But:then Secondly, As it renders:the death of Chriſt 
inſignificant,unneceſlary, ſo if this be true, then is our 
preaching vain.  . 

For-towhat:end ſerve all the. commands, inſtructi- 
ons, calls, counſels, admonitions and reproofs of the 
Goſpel? :for firſt, they are unneceflary:to thaſe who 
are eleQed, :fince-1f they be fully perſwaded thatthey 
_are decreed:to {alvation from -eternity, what need 
they trouble - themſelves: about it, when they know 
they ſhall be brought in (in Gods due cime and plea- 
ſure)-by ſuch a converting grace and power as cannot 


be reſiſted by them. | 

And as the Goſpel'is-uſelels:totheſe, fo in the Se- 
cond place.tothoſe:who are -reprobate, for if they 'be 
fully -perſ{waded:thereof, to wit, thatthey muſt inevi- 


ably periſh, qroar Far is. poſſible to prevent anda- 


it, why ſhould men beat rhe air, in labouring «tv 
perſwade them to: that which both - the perſons to-be 
taught, andthe perſons: teacking,are fully perſuaded 
can , neverbe effeqad by :them, 
Nay farther, tet:us fuppoſe:a.man doubtful of his 
mate, yet: ifhe- corifent ; to-thisdoQrine, isnot the ccn- 
lufion as if he! ſhould: ſay, if I'be of that number 


God'hath determined from eternity toſave,”I ſhall be 


ſaved , though |I do, what ſeemeth 'good/in my own 
eyes, for at ſome time or other, which I am as yet ig- 


H 2 no- 
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God's Love-to 
norant -off; he will force me from my fitis, and Compel - 
me to obedience by ſuch a-power as canfiot be refiſt- 
ed. by mes. butifit be my hard: lot-to be put in-the 
Catalogue of reprobates, let me be never ſo induſtri. 
. ous to work-out my {alvation, let me wear the ground 

with my religious knees by my conſtancy in-praying;; 
let me -pine my body toa Skelleton' by the auſterities 
of faſting and humbling my felf before God let me. 
| be never ſo religious never fo devout; yet {till I muſt be. 
fuel for that fire-prepar'd for the Devil and his An. 
gels, becauſe it was decreed {o from eternity, and is 
- more unalterable than the Laws of the. Medes and 
Perſuans.. Gy | 

This . is the fruit-whictr ſprings from 1ſo'corrupt a 
root, and the very caſe of Zudovicus, that learned 7tali.. 
an, for he was ſo miſerably infe&ed with' this princi- 
ple that no arguments and reaſonings could convince 
him of its error, . ay” ates worn indiſpoſed, and 
 alreadyfallen into the Neighborhoods of. ficknefs he 
ſends for the Phyſician, who (made acquainted with 
his opinion) anſwered himin his own ftile, zf he ſbould 
live, he ſhould live, without trying the-experiments of his 

art and kill, the Patient ruminating on his words at 

laſt was convinced in his Conſcience, that as' means 
were to be applied for the reſtauration . of health; fo 
likewiſe. for the. ſalvation of the ſoul.) | 

Away then withthis deluding phantaſie,. which is 
the parent of nothing but thoſe Twin-Siſters of dark- 
neſs, preſumption and deſpair'; and let us endeayour 
to juſtifie-God in his ſaying that his: will is; that all 
ſhould: be ſaved ;-to which end he hath'proportioned 
ſufficient means to all, ſo that none, can periſh but 
arough. their own impenitency and perſeverance in 
I: 


but 


Laprd Mas, 53 


But..alas 1 how-hath the lukuriant fancies of Gene- 
v4, endeayoured to poyſon this {weetitruth by ſaying, 
that is not-meant, that God would: have every foul to 


be ſaved;. but.two or three, more; or leſs-out of every 
order andoecupations; LG + oo on i buy 
But: St: Heter (better illuminated than jthoſe prettht , »...;.,. 
ders. to the Spirit ). hath. fully 'anfwered. their cavil, 
by ſaying that God - (41 ÞIMdu4uG- iv dmo\togou he is un- 
willing that any one fape's perifh, aud ſo. again\God him- 
hat be delightsth; not in the death of a 


| 
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ſelf hath ſworn, z 
ſrnner. . 6 
But perhaps ſome may conteſt that if it-be the inten- 
tion and will of God, that all ſhould be. ſaved , how 
comes it to paſs ſo many fall ſhort and miſs of the re- - 

ward (deſigned by God) glory everlaſting 2. 
Tanſwer;. a wits at Sober 
The Holy. Scriptures haye recorded. Gods will-to 
be two-fold, his Abſolute, and his | Conditional 
Will, | | 
; The foxmer God uſed when he framed the ;good- - 
ly StruQture, of the World, and aid,” let here bei light, 
and thre was light ; tet there be a Firmament andthere was 
4 Firmament ? Sqlikewile, when he created-thoſe in- - 
corporeal intelligencers ,. the Angels, .he ſpake the. 
- Word and they were made; .he commanded. and they + 
were created; This is the abfolare and.only irgeſiſftable - 
Will of God}. / +14 oF. | 
But in matters TRariog: to the. Salvation of Men, , 
- he made uſe,of the Second; his Conditional Will... 
 . And thoſe Conditions were three, -- 
. -., The Firſt was in Paradiſe, :e2t.ot, and thos ſhalt live ; - 
. but how ſoondid we forfeit this Covenant. by an han-- 
. kering and prurient deſire ;after the Tree of Know: - 
ledges : wr 
The.-- 
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\Fhe Second was-utider the: Ila, do rhis and thou 


| fult hoe. Anthere thengh/the' ſpirit was-never fo 


willing, yetſo manyiwere the we and - infir 
mitiesofithe fleſh; chat'we groatied under! its weight 
and were not able to perform ir; untiliChriſte 


—_#AtioftheLawledmy toieale ws: bf-rrs-birtheny and 


ICE tHird and'new-ugreement -withus 'uh- 


deri the Goſpel, 'and that is, betreve ow/ the Son of God, 


and thouJhalt. he aven. -Tothe: aq Hgrooy of which 


:he watch Teo Futch' Fce) aids,'and- encourage- 


ments, that we may obſerve rhe tenour of his. Laws, 
and ive: forever. : | 


For the Ways are wAys bf Sedfexpwk, and all ts paths 


"4are- pence, ' 


But if we will 'not obſerve his-Laws, but break our 
bonds aſunder, we juſtly forfeit our right in'Chriſt, 


'andirmiay charge God” fooliſhly, 'but thank our Kves 


for: datnnation. 
For though our Creation was the work of Ommi- 
poten6y- alone, yet: the falyation of our ſouls cant ne- 


ver: be efe&ted without” our endeayours. 


'He hath opened «fountain for us: to bath in, 'bat if 


ave refuſe to-waſh and be clean; + awho'isto blame for 
 theeontinuance of. our Leproſie ? 


ke” further,”he-doth ob only-to our! Fultificati6n 
& invitations of 'his grace and holy "Spirit*to 


oil oſe our ſelves for it, pronyling g to eaſeand'refriſh 


33'are "weary aid heavy 4 with the $urthey of 


proc f»s, 'butpoſitively Uealres he ſtands at the door 


of our hearts, knocks and. ſolicites' to ory 'but if 
we will nor fo 


ﬀer the'Ki ory. to 'come 
'not he | juſtly: 'defle/the fin of glory. ts come leaf} Fake 


and.- blames on His'fide; finee' he m9 rwo*his' 'Vine- 
yard whatever could be thought requiſite to make 5t 


thrive 


hops d Vian. 

thrive, and;prafper:* and if they: fingdly- periſh; (as 1 
ſball; ſhew. mdre: at largeby'and: by) arethey- fot the 
authors ofthein own: perdition by their-rejeting} thoſe 
abyndantly. ſufficient graces. be hath offered; them. to. 
accept: So thatin the extremity 'afthe;ir miſery: they 
will be forced to! confefs,. tha art -Reghteoms:O: Lord,. 
and thy jſudoment's are quſh. *Þ Fats Tha, 

But ſome further obje&;, that-though the ſatisfaction, 
Chriſt made. was: ſufficient; for the. whole: World, yet 
(lay-they) it was:notefteftual,: that is, (I conceive) her 
did not intend all ſhould participate of the benefit. 
thereot.. | "Bf | | i*. | 

And what: 15 this,. but: by the:worft kind of enclo- 
ſure) to: circumſcribe his: All-fufficient: goodneſs 
to ſet banks and-ſhores to thatwnlinutedlIQcearnot mer- 
cy which cannot conlift: with the wildom and: good- 
neſs.of Chrift;-: for if he paida full andiplenary fitis-- 
fattion:for the offences. of all meh, was. it not. as eaſe. 
and more agreeable to his; mercy to: communicate the: 
benefits to all, than to appropriate them only, toa-few: - 
and little parcel. of men . 10817 16 


Any in the ſhape ofa man would-'cenſure it. a meer- 
deluſion,. for the: King of Great Britain to. proclaim: 
tiimfelf Redeemer of: all the captivated Chriſtians un-- 
der the Tyrany of Ziim and Ochim, Turks and Tnfidels ,. 
if he ſhould: fend over: Ranfora large enough! for all, 
yet afterwardscaſhiere the 3s Captives hopes. of li-. 


berty, by interpreting himſelf, though I proclaimed and: 
lent ſuficiently for all, yet I meant Redemption.only: 

tOa rew. 56 210/423213 : 5 Y-MTHYCT © 

Would" not this. nenew oun griefs and/augment ouv* 
forrows+ and if it-was fÞ with God; whay' anxieties- 
and fears, what troubles 'and ſeruples. wouldit move: 
N. our minds, whether we. were. the: perſons. T_ 


God's Love'to 

' the King pon a; rien to honour <-fot if xe conceired wwe ' 
were the Children ele&ted by-God,:and 'Godhad' re- 
folved:; from eternity to fave us, what licence would'it 
give to our unbridled deſires:/by preſuming too'much - 
on: the Patience: and long-ſuffering ofiGod, when we 
believe. we cannot be dif-inherited' from being Co- 
heirs with the' Son of God , and ſo make us: neple& 
the working out our ſalvation, knowing that - our 1a- 
bour. is in. vain, becauſe before we were, God had 
determined we ſhould not miſs of. our Diadem of glo- 
IV. | | | 

But bleſſed be God, no mans ſtate is fixed, or un- 
alterable, before he hath a Being, much lefs'frometer- 
nity or before the foundations of the earth were laid, 
nay, now we havea being, it is poſſible.to paſs from 
the ſtate of death to the lite of grace. : | 

- Tis true: when we are cat off from the Land of the 
living, and are arrivedatour. long home, then our con- 
dition and the decree of God: is unchangeable, for 
where the T ree falleth there it lyeth. 

They that die in peace ſhall ariſe in glory with the 
King: of Peace and they who die in their fins ſhall be 
raiſed, *tis true, but receive ſmall comfort from the 
Fw of glory, for they ſhall be baniſhed from his pre- 

enee:::\.:: 

Let. this:conſideration rouze us from the Lethargy 
of ſin, that wemay work whilſt the day of ſalvation 
mn" 0h "before the night cometh, when no man can 
work. | + 

What we do, let us doquickly, for though the mar- 
Tow may: feem{:to {well in our bones,' our 'bloud hot. 
and boyl,in;our yeins,: though we-pride our felves:in 
the ſtrength and flower! ofnatute, yet ftill, -is nor our 

tume 1n the hand of God * who- can tell what a day may 
bring forth ? See- 


Laps'd. Man. 57 
\ Seeing then God hath expreſled {o high a Love to us, 
let us not turn his grace into wantonneſs; for he that 
believeth on him that ſent me, ſaith Chriſt, hath ever- 
laſting life. And St. 7ohsn tells-us, He is the Propitiation 
for our fins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the ſins of 
the whole world. | 

This was an ACt of Oblivion, out of which none was 
excepted ; He came to revoke the general Sentence , 
the Decree gone out againſt all men, For as 7 live, ſaith 
the Lord, T have no pleaſure in the Death of the wicked , 
but that he turn and live, He hath ſet before us life and 


death,Oh ! let us chooſe life,that we may live for ever, 
and let us put upour Prayers and ſay : 


O Almighty and moſt Merciful Father, we adore thy 
Mercies and admire thy Love to the Word in the Gift of 
thy Son. O bleſſed Jeſu ! how worthy is thy Love to be had 
in reverence over all the World ! for thy voluntary ſuſcep- 
tion and affeitionate ſuffering ſuch horrid and cruel Tor- 
tures: the Waters of bitterneſs entred into thy ſoul, and the 
Storms of Death, and thy Fathers Anger broke thee in 
pieces: What ſhall we do, who by our Po have turmented 
our deareſt Lord ? What contrition and tears can [{ ufficient- 
ly expreſs thoſe ſad atcidents which they have produced ? 
Lord have Mercy upon us , Chriſt have Mercyupon us, and 
pity our diſtreſs : And ſeeing thowhaſt done ſo much for our 
Souls, only ſpeak the word, and thy Servant ſhall be whole: 
Suffer us not to neglect that great Salvation which thou haſt 
purchaſed for us: Diſpoſe us by Love, Thankfulneſs, Hu- 
nility, and Obedience ta. receive the benefits of thy [ncarna+ 
tion and Paſſion. | Enflame our Aﬀeitions more and more 
towards thee' and God | the | Father, whoſe goodneſs was nt 
contented in barely loving us, but to love us fo, as to giv? 
us thee the only begotten Son of God, ge 
| | I | 


5$ | God's Loves 
And {o I come to the Organ and Means. by which our 
Redemption was effeQed, the gift of his onlyſbegotten. 
Son; Wherein we conſider both the 165 he gave, 
and the Gift it ſelf; His only, &c. 
We begin with the Aion. 


And firſt, He gave it gratzs, freely, andof his own 
accord z for he was ommpotent-and could not be con- 
ſtrained by an ny force, « all Creatures depending- on him 
alone, ivaur@  {urnywsaroe gx, oper; nhim we live, 
move, and have-our Bei 

It was-not therefore any compulſion, but love only , 
which was ſo generous asto tranſport it ſelf up to Hea- 


ven, and aſlault .the Divinity in ts Throne,” drawing: 


from thence the Eternal Son of God.. 
2dlz.. God ſoloved the World, that not- only +9, 
but T{83x«4y 7 ior aurh, he delivered him, 64 fo St. 


Paul uſeth-it, He ſpared not his own Sons but" delivered 
bim up for us all. 


He was delivered up:to the malice and fory of evil 


mens andthence AIG hy FnomIuous death. 
of the Croſs: 


34h. Nay God did not: onlydeliver himup, bur'al- 
ſo ſent him, ys ſanth the Apoſtle,» this was manifeft-- 
ed the yy of God, becauſe he you his unly begotten-Son 
into t 

ally. And. roau/gmient: his Love (if- fedtion will 
Wo addition) This Miffion'is'the mrs tobe accep- 
red by us,. becauſe it was by way of commutation and: 


exchange for us ; Commaravit filiuns ſauns: Anleu, He: 
exchanged-his only begorten Sons 


It was the Worlds Price was'fet to ſale. a#how 
dearly did he purchaſe it *.. What realon then havewe: 


bg od every moment of our Life in: foving, p 
Borilying him £ a when Wee ET 


ad- 
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. + : 
— "4 
' 
© : 
= % 
* ” 
. 


admirable contrivances of /his'Wifdoin and Mercy, can 
we.do leſs than lays £ _ LET | 197 
O God what ſhall we return thee: in requital , or 
wherewith fhall we appear before thee? When we 
would praiſe thee, an Abyſſe of Majeſty -exhauſts in a 
moment all Encommms,. and our adorations what are 
they before thy Divine Efſence 2 Could we render our 
{elves uncreated in deference to thee the Fountain of 
all Beings, it'were a poor Homage to thy ineffable 
Greatnels: Nay could we annthilate the World, and 
bring all Creatures into theirold poſtures of nothing 
tor thy Glory, yet what is this compar'd with what thy 
immenſity might juſtly expe& ©” But while we labour 
with our Poverty, finding nothing created worthy thy 
acceptance ( Oh aſtoniſhing Mercy !) behold the per- 
fect oblation of thy Son,” which thou 'haft given us, the 
prodigious Effe& of thy Zove. Him we ofter unto thee, 
and-through him we hope -to be accepted : None can 
ſpeak our Gratitude; but thar word, who' can only fa- 
tisfie thy Juſtice : Since by this Gift the very Treaſury 
of Heayen was emptied for a time, and the Earth en- 
riched with that pure Sacrifice wherewith thou wert 
well pleaſed: ; andthe'Odaar thereof draws upon man- 
kind a continual Floud of Mercies. This 1s a Sacrifice 
__ OGadd, thou wilt not defpiſe; him we offer unto thee, 
and:with. him our ſelyes-andall that we have, beſcech- 
ing thee to accept of us forthe fake of thy Son,whiowas 
offered -up for us all. | 


And ſoI come to confider the Gift it ſelf, Fs only be- 
yotten Son... | | | | 
| Son, is a Name by which men oft endeavour to' ex- 
preſs theirlendearments aridaffeRtidn-to vs: Thus when 
Chi told: David of His Sons unfortunate, though juft, 2 52. 18. 33. 
death, the Text tellsus tmegx210 pankis, and theTLa- 
7271 I 2 tine 


God's Love to - © 
tine Commotus : The King was troubled and much mo- 
ved, and went up to the Chamber over the Gate,where 
Judgment was adminiſtred, and wept, and ſaid, O my 
Son Abſalom, my Son, my Son ; and refuſed to be com-. 
forted for his. death ; nay he wiſhed death had been 
ſubje& to a miſtake, and took him inſtead of this re- 
bellious Viper, who ſought the uſurpation of the King- 
dom and Death of his Parent. And ifa Son was 1o 
dear to David, how dear muſt he beunto God : And 
conſequently,what a Noble and Royal Gift muſt this be 
of our Heavenly Father 2 
It had been too great an Honour to have diſpatched 
unto us the meaneſt Servant in his Heavenly Court to 
viſfitusz or ifhe had deputed an lTlluſtrious Seraphim 
to proclaim to the World, That He, who is King of 
Kings, the Great God of Heaven and Earth, would be ve- 
conciled to his Rebellions Subjetts: Should we not have been 
| Rtartled at the news of fuch a Meſſage ** How much 
more then, when he ſends his Son, the Prince and So- 


veraign of the zHeayenly Hoſt to be had in no reputati- 
on, and take upon him the form of a Servant. 


But. then 2 '# It was his own Son,and i1ot anothers; 
d 


He was not an Adopted Son, who raiſed himſelf by his 
merits tothe Title of the Son of God, as Photinus and: 
his Followers would have perſwaded the World ; but 
he was God of very God, and Light of very Light : Or 
_ wastt his Son by Nuncupation and name. only, as'o- 
thers did imagine, but his own Son, for: otherwiſe we de- 
ſtroy our belief of the Trinity, and conclude the Father, 
Son, and Holy.Ghoſt , not three Diſtin& Perſons but 
Names. | | | 
Therefore zdly. It was the only begotten Son of God, 
conceived ig the Womb. of. the Virgin Merz, by: the 
pawerful overſhadowing ofthe Holy Ghoſt.. | 


Here: 


*% 


Lapsd Man. 

Here is Love in its Zenith, the Son 11 whom tzs ſoul 
was well-pleaſedz Nay, his only -begotten Son. 

This is that great Miſtery the Apoltle ſpeaks of,, God 
manifeſted-in * 
ternal Father giving. up his only Son -in behalf of Man- 
kind polluted and depraved by corruption, vitiated- by 
fin, diſobedient to his Lord, and inſolent to his. King x 
a. Worm, and noMan, a poor ſcantling of putrifa&tion, 
and a prey for the never-dying Worm to feed upon. 
How well therefore 1s it {tiled a Miſtery, that a God 
moſt perfe& inhimſelf, who ſtood in no need or want, 
ſhould- love ſo forlorn a Creature (by reaſon of his ſin) 
at ſuch vaſt and great diſtances from him, who could 
do him {mall ſervice and ſtand hinr in little ſtead. 

Yet ſtill this. immenſe Being, hath, out of his Inhi- 
nite Bounty, given us.the dear-production of himſelf , 
coeternal, conſubſtantial;, and- equal, to the 'Father in 
reſpeQ of his God-head, though infteriour to the Egther 
as touching his Man-hood ; God and. Man, a Problem , 
whoſe ſolution puzzleth all the Reaſon humanity poſ- 
ſeſſeth a Riddle which cannot be unfolded but by Faith. 

Did we not behold it through that Perſpective, but 
employ- our: reaſon, to conſider it, we;ſhould 'as ſoon 
conclude-to the. Suns Union with a Clod,or 2 Thoughts 


Corporeity, as to believe immortality incarnate, f{piri-- 


tuality turd Dogs and the; infinite Qcean of goodneſs 


The ,compolſure. of the World, and the-variety of 


Creatures, was the effe&t of an:Almighty Power, . that 


* Man ſhould be made after the-Image of God:-; wonder-- 
ful enough, but that God: ſhould be. made like Man, is. 


much-more admirable. 


*'Twas a greater 'demonſration - of his Omnipotency;. 
that God:ſhould be. made alike Creature, than. bis for-- 
; | mationu 


Gr 


God's ' Love'to. 
mationof all Oreaturgs: Immortality put on Morta. Will © 
lity, and Incorruptioh dreſſed in the garments of Cor: y 
ruption. - - SIT - 7 F 
Fas e read thattthe- Ark of the: Covenant was overlaid 


with Gold;whilſt Shittim wood was in the midſt,which Wl © 
was to Typifie Chriſts:Humanity decked and-adorned 
with his God-head. ' 7 ne 26) 

A Myſtery fo fruitfulio' Miracles, that natural Rea- Wl 
ſon cannot comprehend them. Nature was ftopt as to h 
the reſult 'of an humane ſubſiſtence, in whole place was m” 
intimately applyedithe Perſonality of the Divine/Word, 
and this infinite {ubſiftence- was adorned with graces , 
virtues, and privileges ſaperimene.' "> nog : 0) 

Doſt thou wonder to ſee the Sea divided and ſtan 3 
upon an heap ; come here then andadmire this bound- 
leſs Ocean contained inthe narrow Veſlel of a Virgins 
Body © Doſt thou wonder to/fee the Buſh inthe tmidf 
of higngry Pire and not conſumed; behold aVirgiy; the 
M Ter a Son, and'yether Virginity ſpotleſs andiun- 
defiled's Doft thou-wonder to ſee a Moſes preſerved 
ina Cradle of Bull-ruſhes, behold-the King of Heaven 
in a Manger s Was it ſtrange to ſee- the Sungo back 
on the Dal of haz, how marvelous thew is it,” to! ſee 
thetrue Sun, Light of very-Light, under a ſmall cloud, 
and the moſt glorious Candle- of Heaven put under a 
Buſhel 2 thou wonder the Bread of Life: became 
Fleſh, look into the Sacrament of his Supper; 'and' ſee. 
how che can 'turn his Body-and Bloud into Bread and 
Wine tonouriſh the-Souls of Men t © Doft thou wondet 
atthe Wiſdom'of Solomon, lo a greater than Solowoy is 
here. How did the Wiſdom of God become foolifh- 
neſs for us, and the Word it ſelf ſpeechleſs'?  Ayd He 
who is our God, is-He not alſo our Brother's Rowe wp th 
ſelf then, O my dull and fordid ſoul,” mount up thy fe 
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Caps d\Nfas., 
even tothe Heavens above, {ightiog-the things of the 


World, as droſs and dung, if co np witty the honour: 
able Title of being the Sorizof G 


Many -an expreſs. lad been: fent- unto: us from- che 
Court of Heaven by-thoſe winged -Embaſſadours, the 


Angels:, Bur,Oh infinite mercy.!' He iow ſends his = 


gut 4 latere » his Son from his -boſom;' .expeting h 


would be more honourably. treated by us : - But alas 1! 


how did weentertain/hims Tis ties his brows 
encircled witha:-Crownz but it was of Thorns: 


'Tis true, he was a King,. but annvinted with his own: 


bloud z or as the Evangelical Prophet tiles him, « &K»g 


of forrows : *Tistrae, he 'had aPurple Robe, bur; it was 
of derifion. 


Tis true, he hada-Bed-chamber, batit was: 2$table,. 


tis true, he had'a Cradle, but it was a Manger to'com- 


pleat the w chant which was written, The Oxe lodged 
with his own-r; and the 97, caderbe mags dhe 


niththefame Ch. ' 3.50 
Was jhe'an Z alaSode Hogan} ack: bj 


dolorum, cinan of griefs'© Was beduthed' in this dreſs 


of Majeſty ? or did the 'dilguife himſelf in|/Purples and- 


Furrs, that he mightienjoy caſe/and! govern/all the Na- 

tions of the Earth's or rather; was he noticlothed with: 

ſhame! andidifhohour :1Didindt Heavn, nay the God: 

W Hoar*deſcondeo Earth, -tharEath might aſcend to- 
eaven.” ' '/-; 

Thy Fore-head nrfienrowedhetdls Thorns, Oblefſed: 
Teſu, ring wouldſtnot frown WedidJchainthoſt: 
Arms,: which: thou didf#\ftrerch forttproembrace! fhiy 
Enemies, and'rhofeulluy gdomtimutiy prowl thee 


towrath zthy Bowels'of render: Nevo angrit 4 


hen Whowere: Neal TI» > into tHing:with. 


uot « - } 53. TEE 2 6% 


A 


8 Pet. 2.1. 


- of eternal; life, but-on thecontrary, 


Guts - 


their bloudy, hahds ; Oh! moſt compaionare Son vfrha 


.moſt mercifulFather4-+- oo 


What ſhall we rendetuntothee far allthy mevcies: 


How ſhallwe pay ouracknowledgements : 
we love? to-whini, ſhall -we-'reſign:-0ur| Will 


ways,but1into theezand theFather' ae ada 


nutthought the gift of his Sox toqgreat:to confer? 
u# Oh bleſſed Incarnation! oh bappy day! never will-we 
forget .thee; but entixely devote our {elves:to.his ſervice 


and worſhip; who hath: this. day; tran us to be his 
Son bytadoprian; ſettle: our affeQions and' contirin us 
in this our teſolution, that by the influenice-of thy 'Holy 


Spwit we.may "mag the:erdd-and purpole: RIP 


nation, everl 


. »'Wineh is the Jofk to beconſidered; 


And: the-words are eabe 'to be underlidad,. fax by 


-mi3 6 mgvor.is meant; whoſoever ſhall-receive and 0+ 
bey. the dofrrine of his. Goſpel, aid frame his life''ac+ 
cording tothe rules thereof, 4 «TM: ſhall not petiſh 


bur. be reſcued frometernal — made partaker 


and reject 'his rules, we hall! roo. receive, no benefits 4 
the merits :of his death \and Paſſion, for. though He 
ven, ſhould -become-a defart;.,yet be:wilt not 'p 


| ir wink, perſons refra&tory nd dilabedient,:bux" hs 


Jentenee of-the fir{t:4 . ſball : not be repealed,it 
ſtill hold valid and of foroe ; for if 9x "will "ork 


we diſown him 
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pr {een JI2C a tr thi 

Heavetyy that the whole Works tigtin 

the influence of its heat and gry e how many are 

therero whom itt ind rhuch al; Gt are there not 

ſome of ſoreferv/d-nt- ly; x difpolit ifÞofition, that 

- they-are wore #eted wit Aihaeſs poti which a6 
| ne C ots' ,::5kig oy tnde 'them- 


rt :carfie into the With 4 
eg cake «5, Catholick 30d 


00d 

| r darkneſs rarhes rin Keep 
mf lves bricdoe from his benign inflluetice E.TC- 
Ai * of Siler for Otnervs e ie by not 
© .everlatti 2, Nh Ba is. beſt 1nter- 

| | dickas curt.' yet expteſſk fon of St. "Paul, he 
_ i the author % eternal ſeluetios Gant al. them that obey 
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wholſome food into their own corrupted. humours, 
ſaying unto God depart from ws, we defire. not 'the know- 
ledge of his ways : who i the Almighty thet we ſhould ſerve 
him? or what benefit accrues to us,' if we pray to him? 

Firſt. they abhor the knowledge of his mays and. com- 
mandments, becauſe they are contrary and {peak againſt. 
their works, Seujs pe 

Secondly, They refuſe ſubmiſſion to his power, per- 
{wading themſely es he is not Anighty becauſe ſentence 
15 not executed ſpeedily but he is Merciful, Long-ſuſfer- 
ing and Graciows. þ.. | firs 
And then laſtly, They will not pray «nto him, becauſe 


they. would ask that which is ſo repugnant to his ſu- 
preme wiſdom and. goodneEs, that they know he will 
not anſwer their petitions... - | 

* So that inſhort, it is through themſelves they: periſh 
and come not. to bliſs and glory, becauſe they decline 
the preſence of God, ſhutting up..all thc avenues of 
faith and charity, through. which he ſhould come in 
unto them, | 


For God hath engaged his word not to-beinexorable, 
and the Creator-hath proteſted and ſworn. that it is 


- far fromhis thoughts to delight himſelf in the deſtru-. 
Qtion of his Creature. : 
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Laps d Man. 


carnation 3 ſeeing God hath dealt thus graciouſly with | 
us, what manper of perſons ought we to bein all boly tonver- 
ſation and goalineſs? | 

How ought we. to eſteem aud love him,. who ſo 
eſteemed and loved us, that he thought not his life and 
bloud toodear for-us - | 

How ought we toeſteem our ſelves, fince God hath 
thought us 'worthy to be' elteemed of him? Let 
us Temember,this and know that we are men. 

How ought we to take\heed that we neither ſpot or 
foil that fleſh wherein God hath manifeſted him-- 
ſelf. | | 
For what are we the better that God hath given us 
his Son,.if there be not a myſtical Incarnation in our 
hearts, and his Nativity our ſpiritual Birth-day, that 
og born:anew, Chriſt may dwell in-us and we in 

Was it not his purpoſe tobe like us, that we might 
be like him 2 was he not born of a- poor - Virgin, to 
teach us tobe meek and lowly 2 did he not take: upon 
him the form of a Servant, toi teach us we mult not 
Lord it over them who: are beneath-us *+ - 

_ How little did he value the pomp and grandeur of 
the Worlg, to ſet our afteftions on things above.? how 
contented was Wh.in a mean condition, to teach us. 
not to take care Tor to Morrow 2 How courteous was. 
he to the meaneſt Clients, to teach us humanity and: 
brotherly kindnefs © how liberal was he'of doing good). 
to teach us to be diligent in relieving the neeeffity of 
the Indigent * How patient was he in- ſuffering the> . 
the'mockeries and ſcoffs of the ruder multitudes: ta; 


teachius not to. pay' evil fox evil 2 how patient was, he. 
amidſt the ſadtortures .amtipangs of. the. Crols,. to 
teach us not. to. rep 6” .Chaſtiſements. and cor-- 
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